| 


STRIFE. 


AND 
A TREATY FOR PEACE. 


T vo Sermons. 
The one, Preached at the Morning 


Lecture in the Citic of LONDON: 


The: other, More inlarged{ 1 in'ano- 
ther Congregation. 


— — 


* B th) JonuN FATHERS, Maſter in Arts, 


þ Si $l dei furnus pacifici eſſe dedenine nam pacifieos eſſe oportes 
' dei filior, corde mites , ſermone fimplices , affe A jone concor- 
des, fideliter ſibi unanimitatis nexibus colerenter, 


Gypr. de | unita. Ecclefiz. 


_ Mt CC 


LONDON; 


T_ PR Matthew ab: greys and 
oy Atredith., at. the, Crab 


{ {br Words are forcible, and a word - | 
fitly ſpoken like apples of gold in pi- 
Ares of ſilver. Theſe Sermons pre- | 
ſent right words in ſeaſon : they 
found good acceptance with thoſe 
that heard them preached ; at the 
intreaty of many of whom they are 
publiſhed by their reverend Au- 
thour, and allowed to be printed 


Thy ſervant in the Goſpel, | 


JA: CRANFORD. 


F EXCELLENCGCY 
THOMAS Lord FAIR F AN, 
. Lord of (ameron, and Generall of 


all thePARLIAMEN TS Forces, 
Strength of body and multiplication of Grace 
1.4 and Honour unto perfeiion, 


ILLusSTRIOUS Siks 


Our Excellency beaming down lately ſome 
| favour on your worthbG Orator, mvites 
| AY this refletion of an humble gratitude. I 
WA FER am not ignorant how little leaſure your 
þ- PF moſt important, and now incumbent af- 
C2. a faires canallow you unto reading,andyet 
how much your zeal and piety enforces from them. This 
treatiſe is very little,theTitke ſhews you the whole mind 
h of it, It contains the [trife of brethren, and & treaty for peace, "8 
{ it comes with confidence to kifſe your hand, which the 
| hand of the Allmighty hath made fo notably inſtrumen. 
tall for the Sms. peace.  ' "+ 
asthe Sunne,how in every-quarter c 


It was v 


Kingdome, the ners were: ſpread for the godly (hawſae-,. 
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vercharaQerd under moſt unhappy notions of diviſion. ): 
Had not the holy watchman of 1ſrae/quickned your vigi- 
lancy and aQiivity to breake thoſe ſnares of death, from 
whence our ſoules are eſcaped. It is more then manifeſt 
toall that ſeek out the worss of God | which all do that 
have pleaſure therein].that the ſame arm,which cut Rabab 
and weunded the Dragon, hath not lefſe wonderfully ap. 
peared in your Armies, then in ages paſt, and by moſt re- 
markable providences hath determined the unkindly dif- 
ferences that are amongſt us. 

And fince the Higheſt hath ſo m.uch honored you,- it 
will be your happineſſe, as your goodnefle, to ſtudy how 
to honour him. Amidſt other opportunities,the Toftice 
of your cauſe beſpeaks the improvement of this, thar 
your Excellency will be pleaſed to mediate unto the Par- 
liament, to take care, that godly Miniſters, whoſe hands 
lifred up in the Mount, have trengthned yours in the val- 
ley, and the people, who have willingly offered them- 
ſelves, & even undon themſelves for the publique,be not 
a ſecond time undon by thoſe rigid taskmaſters amongſt 
whom they live; I mean ſuch dit-affe&ed Conſtables,O- 
verſcers,and other Officers, who in proportioning pub. 
lique rates, impoſe the greateſt burden v pon the beſt-af- 
feed, thereby endeavouring ( if they might) to render 
your Armies, for whom the rates are colle&ed, moſt de- 
teſtable unto thoſe, towhom they are a proteQion, 

Joſephus and Terentiw in their reſpeRive ages, having 
favour for any requeſt from the Emperours, aſpired no- 
thing for themſelves, but improved all their intereſts for 
God and for the Saints ; the one petitioning the ſafety 
of ſacred truths,the other the liberty of holy Profeſſors. 

And fince I have aſſumed the boldnefſe tobeg,ſuffer me 
(moſt benigne Sir) tolie at your Excellezcres feete with 
one ſuite more. Intheſe labours which were expended os 

xt 


De2xD1iCATOR Y. 


the Citic of Loxdox, I have with all humility and intentj- 
on of affetion beſought the Cirie, to lay afideall diſcon- 
tent and paſſion for a godly peace. And as Chriftians 
indeed, 1o bury all ſenſe and ſuſpition of injury in the 
grave of Chriſt. The ſame Petition I doe moſt humbly 
off:r unto your E xcellency : it is the glory of man to paſſe 
by offences. In great men it is greateſt glory, It will be 
the choiceſt Diamond in the Diademe of your ſucceſfles, 
to.manage your power by a (clf-denyine fpirit of meek- 
neſſe and humility. 

Our Engliſh Chronicle hath a notable paſſage between 
the King of £-g/andand the King of wales, who after an 
hot diſpute of the ſword, appointed a treaty of peace at 
the river Seterne, {ome diſcourſe inclining to a reconci- 
liation, theſe competitors in ſoveraignty became corri. 
valls in humility. The £zg/ſb King forced his horſe into 
the riverto offer the firſt imbraces unto bis brother of 
wales. The welih-bloud being overcome with this ad- 
mired condeſcenſion, lighted from his horſe and ſwam 
the ſtreame to ſalute his Corrivall, with theſe words ; 
Vicit bumanitas tua injuſtitiam means, tnvifti imme Rex, I 
need not bring it neerer, your wiſdome can ſee a far off, 

But your Excellency hath as legible a Copie in your 
hand, as humane or ſacred Story can afford. Abraham 
who was Uncle and foſter-father unto Lot, in the ſtrife 
between them was the firſt that ſued for peace, and yeel. 
ded ſo farre in his own right, as that, though rhe whole 
Land were his by 2s cleere and ſure a title, as'the Lord 
Paramount of all the earth could make, yet he offers Lot 
to take his portion where he pleaſed, and for a godly 
peace was contented with his Nephews leavings. 

Wee are now entring upon that great treaty of peace, 


by all that love Fer«ſalen moſt goonutly defired, al- 
though by ſome never well affected ro the publique, too 


| Thus Bersrtty be 
violently exaQed, upon a deſigne ; But the incompre- 
henſible, Wiſdome had a defigne beyond theirs, ſeaſon- 
ably to appoint it, when his goodneſle had pur a bleſſed 


advantage into your Exceliexcies hand to be helpfull un- þ 

to it, 
There arethree fiſter-graces,mentioned in this labour, 4 a 

| 


which are inſeparable from a well-grounded and laſting 
Peace. Truth, Juſtice, and Holineſſe. Truth and peace, 
Juſtice and peace, Holineſſe and peace, like Hippocrates . 
twins, will live and die together. Ltruft, that ViRorious £ 
Sword in your Excellencies hand, will readily appeare 
with that two-edged ſword in Chriſts mouth for de- t 
Simſoxs Ec- fence of theſe, Itwas a brave reſolution of Joane Queen 
 Eevaſticall, of Navarre, to prefer ſafety of Conſcience before aſſu- 
_©®  rance of honours, Religion before lifez and neverto lay | 
down Armes which ſhee had taken up for the Proteſtant ( 
Cauſe, but with one of theſe three Conditions : an affſu- | 
red peace, or an abſolute vitory, or an honeſt death, 
Wee truſt the moſt holy Wiſdome is now compaſling | 
the firſt of theſe, which, as it will be your vertue to pro- 
mote, ſo your Crowne to ſubſcribe. | | 
Mean time, wee continue our devout breathings for 
your Excellency in that divine elegancy of the Royall 
Prophet ; Gird thy Sword upox thy thigh, O moſt mighty | 
ride proſperonſly ;, becauſe of truth, meekneſſe, and righ- | d 
teeuſneſſe,and the right hang of God teach thee terriblethings, 
FAXIT DEUS. 


FOR, and, T O your Excellency | 
a moſt bumble Petitioner. 


FATHERS. 


SORE: 


|-» REVEREND BRETHREN, 
. AND 

TRULY RELIGIOUS FRIENDS; 
: Who deſired the publiſhing of theſe 
enſuing Diſcourſes. 


M* Eridad BLACKvVELL,y 
M' PaTEr WITTHAM Preachers of the Goſpel. 


M JoHn CAAanicor ry - 
William BrxovyvNnz, Bquire. 


= OR DETHICKE, 

M'Hsngyr WhitTTiInNGnaM Cl... 
anne: Don Citizens of Loxdon, 
1 M'THomas Irons, 


Grace and P eace be multiplied, 


Right Worthy Sirs ; 


| rEezii==x, He words of a Miniſter muſt not ontly be 
, Ay 1 Pa | Pronmmnns profitable to the Auditory , but 
4 < </ $/, accommoda,ſu:table to times and occaſſons, 
2 [4s Thu neceſitty ſwrprized theſe hafly thoughts, 
| E===' which your benignity conceruing tobave ſome 
Ez” | availe gainſt the diſkempers f theſe trmes, 
| 1 > "— this Citie, have inpertancd abroad, 


As. 


The Authour to his- Brethren-and Friends. 


eAs I have ever thought my latours anmorthy the Prefſe, 
ſomy ſelfe have been ever unwilling to publiſh any thing, that , 
may n0t finde a roome to ſtand up in the ſtudy, contrary to that 
pity Bibrey Greek proverb, A great book, a great evill ; for if the ſubje# 
; paige won. be good, the balke can be n0 bhrthen: I 1, ah have been ſo hap- 
; pie, to bare left ſomething unte poſterity, had not the anhappie Sb 
plunder of theſe times ſnatcht from me twenty yeares labours in 
the Miniftery. whileſt nature ſhall yet fanne a little breath 
into my naftradls, I ſhell indeavour not tobe found idle,nor wn. 
fruitfull in the knowledge of Feſu (brit, = ; 
Mean time,my deare friends, your reſpetive importunities TH 
have prevailed for 4 let-paſſe ants theſe unpeliſhed netes,and if 
I cannot as yet camp aſſ e richer efts, to caſt into the Churches 
Treaſury, the Lord, I know, diſaaineth not mites. If 1 might 
be any way ſerviceable to God, or to his people in this weake 12. 


_— 


deayour, 45,3t is the end of your defire, ſo it is the reward of bis 
labour, "i; 4 faithfull Zelet tothe welifare of Jeruſalem. _ | . 
eAnd | 


Your moſt affe&ionate brother 
And | 


ſervant in the Lord, 


JouN FATHERS. 
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f STRIFE OF BRETHREN, 
ol | OR, 


ABRAHAMand L or parting. 
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Taxi FiksT SERMON» 


GEN. 13.8. 


And Abram ſaid unto Lot , Let there be no ſtrife, I pray thee, between me 
and thee, and berween my Heardfmen and thy Heardſmen, for we are bre- 
then. 


# 


Y Text fates the Times, the Condition of 
them, and the Defire of people in them. The 
Condition of them is very ſad, and full of un- 
naturall tcife; and that is the ſubje& of the 
Text. The Defire of the people is ſtrenuous, 
if not too furious, for a treaty of peace, and 

/h that is the end of the Text; and that is the 

end of this ende ayour likewiſe : Bat that our 

defices be ar, & the Treaty prove a ble- 

fing, I ſhall labour to hold out ſomelight unto you from this Treaty, 
or rather 7ntreaty of peaceberween Abram and Lot, wherein we have 
ſomething ſuppoſed, a:1d ſomething propoſed. That which is ſup- 
poſed to be, or like to be, between Abram and Lot, is an unbrothecly 

SY ſtrife, Let there be n0 ſtrife ; and the occalion thereof js more then ma- 

nifeſt, an indiſcreet falling out between their Heard(men : Let there be 

#0 ſtrife between me and thee, wr between my Heardſmen and thy Heard|+ 

men. That which is propoſed, js an eff:Quall endeavour for peace, 

and the Argument impelling ir, is as powerfull as the endeavour 
proves effeQtuall : For we are brethren. 

There are onely two generall rakes; which I (ball _ 


The ſtrife of Bretbres : or, 


forth anto you from the Hypothefis and the Prothefis of the words. 

The firſt is this , The? there ney be an wnbrotherly flrife betwen godly 
brethren. 

The fecond this , That where ſueb wtbrotberly ſtrife is, all poſſible and 
ſpeedy means muſt be uſed for reconciliation : Let there be no ſtrife between 
me and thee, nor between my Heardjmen and. thy Heardſmen z Fore we are 
bretbren. 

x. General] Firſt chen, That there m2y be a2 ambrotherly ſtrife between godly bre« | 
Dofrine. thren. _ 
| Dor yourxpet that I ſhould prove this? 41 would the poynt were 
to prove ; bur it is paſt may be. It is too manifeſt, that thereis an un- 
brotherly (trife between godly brethren. Landon, England, yea all 
England will give us in a teſte to thistruth. What County ? What | 
Cicie? What Congregation? (yea the Lord be mercifull unto us) 
what Family ſcarce is there in the whole Kingdome, into which this 
Spicic of Diviſion hath not breathed. ſome malignant difterper? 
Here are two brethren in the Text as acere as Nature, Society, and 
Religion could make them , whom neither native Countrey, nor te- | 
dious travell, por pinching famine, nor threats of danger or diftrefſe ) 
conld ſeparate 3 yet as you ſhall (ce in the ſequell of this ſtory, fach | 
an unhappy breach fell out between them , as that two ſuch ancienz 
F and deere friends could not longer live together. Shall I ſhew you 
Ads 15-39 two others, who were brethren by Coumrey, by Calling, and by 
| Grace, uniced together in one joynt commiſſion ef Apoſtleſbip; and 
yet a very ſmall macter occaſioned ſuch a (harp contention between 
them, as that thoſe which bad been very faſt companions in love and 
labour, were provoked to part aſunder. Between Abram and Lot the 
State peace was broken, Between Paw! and Barnabs the Church 
peace was broken. Bat England: teſtimony to the DoArine premi- 
ſed, goes beyond both theſe : For between our unkind brethren, 
whom yet on both fides we cannot bur beleeve, ſome co be truly god- 
ly , both State peace,and Church peace,is not onely broken,but brc- 
ken all in pieces ; and fo broken, as that ic is even paſt the skill of 
man £0 find out a way to heale our breaches, unlefſe a Divine Arme 
put in to doe it. | 
Now for the Reaſons of theſe unbrotherly differences , wee | 
ſhall find enough inthe Tex:, and need not look beyond it, tnor 
indeed will time permic. The Mefſage of this morning exerciſe be- 
lng like that of rhe Prophers ſervant, o exceeding boſy, a8 that it 


o 
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AZzrzAau ard Lo parting. + 
will not fuffer 1s to ſalute any thing that lies beſides the dire&t Way 

ofche Tixt. Tn che Text then we find three occafions or grounds. 

1. Ir che perſons be:ween whom this dnbrotherly rife ts. 2. In their 
Heard{men, amongſt whotn the ſtrife began. 3. In the cauſe which * 
provoked the falling out among the Heardſmen. 

t- In che perſons berween whem this unbrotherly firifeis : Grace Reaſon 1 
there wa: without queſtion, but there was Nature too, the ſecond A- . 
dams had tis image in them ; bas the image of the firſt was viſible al- 
fo: they and we, and every ſupernaturall birth, have dividing prin- 
ciples in ut. We are fot all Spirit, as the good Angels, that chere 
ſhould be no divifion'z nor all Fkſb, as the unregenerate, that there 
ſhould be no reconciliation. z but we are partly Fleſh, and partly Spi- 
rit, that look how much the Fl: provokes unto divifion, fo 
much ſhould the Spirit incline unto reconciliation. Who among all | 
the ſonnes of Sion, doe not with Rebeces complain , How is it thus Gen, 25, 22. 
with me? becauſe of theſe Twins ſtruggling in the wombs of their 
conſciences : Bux though corruption ſhould put our firſt, with Eſau, 
and make the breach, yer let grace, as Jacob, take it by the heele, and 
ger the bleſſing, 

But beſides theſe dividing principles that are within, chere are 
many occaſions which doe irritate without 3 1 doe not forget that I 
have confined my ſelfe to thoſe in the-Text: and in the opening of 
them, I {hall give you our ſuch obſervations as they offer to us , with 
ſome ſhort applications, and then ſhall make them ſubſcrvient to the 
generall DoQcine. | 

The ſecond cauſe then which provoked this ſtrife between Abram Reaſon 3. 
and Lot, was the fallingout amongſt their Heardfmerr. And here 1 
ſhall offer a double confideration of the Heardimen. 1. In reference P:rtinent iffla 
to their Relation , being Servants, 2. In reference to their Calling, ad couſas pr 
being Shephardz. jou > wor | 
iavicem Abram & Lot, Muſc. in Locum. Initr famu/os ceptum jurginm contogione facile ad 
w/e, capita ſerpit. Mercer in Locum. þ. | 

1. As they are Servants, obſerve, { ontemtiows ſervants may and doe Obſero,\. 
often cauſe wnboppy broyler between their Governours, as here Abr ams and F 
Late Heardſmen fell our abore common of paſture. So in Gen. 26. 
_ __ and Ab;meleebs feryans firove aboor Wells of water, And 


vu) 


Rom.7:25. 


quarrels of ſervants invade their Gayerncury , Reaſons may 
ber 3. their t00 mych coonivence ae theif gxorbicanc coor ſeg. 


26. 


2 Sam. 2: 14. 


The firife of Brethren : Or, 
if. the fountaines be corrupt, that there be neicher inftruQtion nor 


corretion of youth there, what hopeis there thas the ftreames (hall 


ever doe good upon them. O: 2'y, roo much compliance with their 
corrupt opinions. We ſoon ſpy out ſuch faults in our Families, as are 
againſt our own gain ,but ſuch errors as are againſt the Faith and 
Truth of Jeſus Chrift, we eafily tollerate. Or 3'”, coo much indul- 
gence of their talings, and buſfie medlings. There is a diſeaſe of the 
eare in many Families, which itcheth after tales, and thoſe that are 
troubled with ic,ſhall bardly ever be free from trouble; its a pregnant 
ligne that they are too invigilant over their own wayes and affiires, 
who aretoo bufie in medling with others. Or 4, which is worſt of 
all, when Governours doe too wickedly ſport themſelves in the 
proud contentions of their ſeryant?, , as Abner and Joab, who would 
have their young men play be fore them. Bloody quarrels are but a pa- 
ſtime to men of blood : but they bethought themſelves, and aw , is 
would be bitterneſſe in the end, 

Behold how great a flamea lictle fire hath kindled in that famous 
Citie and Kingdome of Naples, that deftrutive Sword that hath 
ſolately eaten ſo much fleſb, and drunke ſo nmcb blood in that opulens 
State , was firſt drawn (as is reported) through the tumulc of a few 
idle ſervants. But we need not goe fo far either for time or place, Be- 
hold how great a flame a little fire was like co have kindled- here in 
London, but ſome few moneths paſt, by the tumultuous carriages 'of 
fome Apprentiſes upon the Lords day, if divine mercy had not been 
propitious unto London, by a ſpeedy provigence to prevent the inva- 
ding (and I feare intended) miſchiefe. Your ſervants have gotten an 
unhappy principle amongft them,chat they muſt have liberty of con- 
ſcience to attend on what Ordinance they pleaſe on the Lords day ; 
and ſome under this pretence, take liberty for their lufts to atrend on 
none. Where hath the Lord of Sabbaths diſcharged the accountof 
maſters of Families, not onely for him that ſerveth, but for him that 
ſojourneth in the Houſe? And; O my friends, how much was the 
Lord of Sabbaths and his Ordinances honored when our Tribes with 
their ſeryants did march in good-array unto the Temple of the Lord? 
Agfeat complaint there is every where of bad ſervants, but let Go- 
overnors of famibes laytheir hands on their own hearts,and ſee ifthe 
fanlc be not moſtly their own, who take no more care to make! their 
ſervants good. TI know well char all Governours have not ability alike 
to provoke their ſefrantwugto good; but all have auch. 
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AB kAM 4nd LOT parting. 


keep them from evill: And if they be not as Eagles to carry them-up- 
on their wings to heaven,yet they ſhould be as Sparrowes to lead them 
unto Gods Houſe. Solomon did fo order his Family, as that the 
Queen of Sheba did think them happy that lived under his roofe : 
you have the choyceſt youth of all the f:milies in England intruſted 
with you in your City, if they ſhould miſcarry through your negleQ , 
how publick,how great will that miſchiefe be ? 

But ſecondly, I would apply, and do heartily wiſh, that holy care 
and reſolution to be taken up by Governours, which che Kingly Pro- 
phet for himſelfe proteſted, Pſal.10 1. 3, 4. To bate the work of them that 
tarne aſide, and to part with roſe that are of a froward heart ; nay, if they 
be children as Simeon and Levi were, who by their unhappy brawles, 
doe make their parents to finke among(t their neighbours, learae 
from the good old Patriarch, to diſavow their combinations; and 
conclude with thine own foule as he did ; O my ſowle come not thou into 
their ſecret, unto their aſſembly mine bonowr be not thou wnited, Gen. 49. 6. 
At leaſt as the Father of the faithfull did here: fer thy grace and witf- 
dome on work tothe ntmoſt, timely to take up contentions. Let there 
be no ſtrife between mee and thee , neitber between my ſervants,and thy ſer- 
vants ; for wee are Brethren. 

That is now the firft Conſideration of the Herd(men in their rela- 


tion as ſervants. Their ſecond Conſideration is in their calling as - 


Shepheards,and here as Abram and Lot were the repreſentative of the 
Church, ſo ſpare me a little to look upon their Shepheards, as the re- 
preſentative of Church- Shepheards: and here is another cauſe of this 
unbrotherly ſtrife. The note I give you is this ; that 

The perſonall queſtions of ſome Paſiours, doe becom? the reall quarrels of 
their favomriter, Will not London bare me witnefle alſo to this truth, 
or otherwiſe let Lodon travaile into the Citie of Corinth, and take a 
Map of their contentions there z or if Corinth be too far, the Word is 
neere you, if you pleaſe to tucn to the firſt Chapter of S. Paul: firſt B+ 
piſtle to his Corintbiang, the 12, verſe. And obſerve what the cry is 
there: I zm for Pax), faith one, nay buc ApoBs is for my money, faith 
another, yea but Cephas is a man for mee ſaith the third ; Icare for 
none of your Miniſters, faith a fourth ; I can live immediately upon 
the revelations of Jeſus Chriſt, and have no need of, Ordinances. 

Now what is all this adoe, but the peoples affeQions, breaking os 
into faRions ; their ſcverall ding witch their gifted Miniſters, whoſe 
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+:40d odhers qaage, De wil eos. 


Uſe 2, 


- 


The ſtrife of Brethren : of, 


'youchſzfe to look into Jernſalem,and take notice there,of that divided 
multitude, before the High Prieſts Judgement-ſeate, where for the b 
of Iſrael $* Pant ſtood bound, AR. 23. 6. It was an honeft policy the Ae 
poſtle uſed to allay the ſtorme of the people by diſcovering his judge- 
ment in the point of the ReſurreFion z Hereupon there aroſe a diſſention k 
between the Phariſees and Sadduces, and = ors faich the Text, the 
multitude was divided. See, the diſputes of their Rabbies quickly cn- 
gaged the ſeverall parties of their Proſelytes, and the grounds are vi- | 
fible why it is ſo,either opinion is ſo beaddy in the pecple, or affe&a- 
tion ſo blinde, or defire of vitory ſo importunate , as that queſti>ns 
howlſoever, or upon what pretence ſoever taken np,yet they are over- 
hotly, & n0n fine ſelle, not without too much gall over- ſtifly main- 
tained and purſued, not ſo much for Chriſt, for truth, or for Reli- 
gion, as for ſelfe, for conqueſt, and for vaine-glory. 

Uſe, Shall I apply, or rather how ſhall I not apply ? For Zions fake 1 
dare not hold my peace. Amongft my Brethren, I could wiſh that | 
Propheſie fulfilled in Efay 2. 4. They ſball beate their ſwords into Plongh- , 
ſhares, and their ſpeares into pruning hookgr. Queſtions engendring ſtrife ( 
turned into matters of culture and edification. What cauſed the cn- 
ſuſson in the World after the Flood, but the divifion of tonguer. The 

Judg. 5. 15. diviſion of tongues is bad,but the diviſion of bearts is worſe : For theſe di- 
viſions of Levi are great thoughts of beart. Ot Levi did I ſay? it is read 
indeed, of Rewben. I would 1 were as much miſtaken in the macter, 
as in the letter ; Let them be.the diviſtons of Reuben, who hath loſt his 
dignitie, and the excelency of bis power, Let them never be the diviſions 
of Levi, whom the Lord claimiech for his portion. Let Maſſub and Me- 
ribab,theſe waters of ftrife run ſtill without the borde-s of the holy 

Land ; but let the ſofr and quiet ftreames of Shiloah refreſh the Citie of 

God, and the T abernacles of the boly place of the moſt High, Let Epbraim 

be againft Manaſſeh, and Manaſſeh againſt Ephraim, if fo it muſt be, 4 
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3. 


ill they eate the fieſb of rhtir own arme:but let Levi and Levi, let Judab 
and Fudeb, let Levi and Zu43h keep clo'e rogether in the bond of the 
holy Covenant. | 
t now what was the cauſe of che falling out between Abrams . 
and Lots Heardſmen? Not as tome Rabbies ſuggeſt, that Abram! fer- 
yants were good,and Ls evill, or that Abrams ſervants rebuked Lots 
for paftariog their cattle in other niens grounds,or that Lozs ſervants 
. were againſt A5rams, and countenanced by their Maſter ; 


' ( ' 
= 
, - 
£ ” 


ABRam and LorT parting; 


of paſtures through the enlargement of their flocks , there was not 
room enowgh for the one and for the other. And this is it indeed, the 
third or fourth cauſe of our Church- contentions, this common of p+- 
wres and want of elbow-room amongſt Paftors for the enlargerient of 
their locks. Whatſoever the ſuggeſtion may be, ic is too certain, 
and it is fit it ſhould be confeffed, that 
4 ” Pride and ambition hath a maine ftroak in our Church- contentions, Obſeru. 
Will you pleaſe to look once more on thoſe lowd contentions 
in the Chorch of Corinth, and take ſuch an account of them, as 
Paul intimates in the 1 Corinth. 1, the 14. and 15. verf. 1 thank God, 
I baptized none of you but Criſpus and Gajts, leaft any ſhreld ſay , that Abutebantur bi 
I bad baptized in my own name. Why then its more then probable, 9 P'*4icas, 
that ſome there did baptize in-their own name, to wit, thoſe gifted FN nn 
Miniſters, who boare amongſt them the names of Paul, and Apollo, it ſacraments 
and Cepbar ; becauſe they were eſteemed to have their gitcts 3 one Bapriſmizee ſbi 
elegant in ſpeech, as Pal; another mighty in Scriptures, as Apollo z #5 addicentes 
the third powerfall in argument, as Peter ; and according to their _ pen 
; -ſeverall gifts, they made their ſeverall parties in the affeions of the baptiſaſſont, 
( people , which occali>ned the fations in the Cicie. But what was Perr. Mart, in 
now their boptizing in their cwa name, | cannot imagine that literal- . 
ly they did baptiz: their feverall Congregations into thoſe names 
they had taken up amongſt them: as thus ; I baptize h.e in the name , 
of Pail, or Apollo, or Cephas , but rather as name (ignifies authoritie 76; ipfs diſti» 
and power , fo did they gather under their power and authoritie, pos 4 
and greaten as much as each of them could their ſeyerall Congrega» *2*- Mule. iny 
tions, under the Signall of Baptiſme by Come peculiar manner of ad» © 
miniſtration. A-d here is Pals x89, Itbank God; not that hedid 
not baptizy, but that he did not baptize ſo many, as to occalion any 
ſuch ſuſpicion that he ſhould aſpice his own glory in greatning a 
Congregation to himlſelfe, and not to look after the glory of him 
| " that ſent him. D 
» © The very ſame iniquity which did obſtru@ the firſt Reformation ] 2 
J of the Apoſtles, appeares ſtill co hinder all the ſteps and progrefſes of | | 
l it, to wit, the pride and ambition of ſome pretenders to Reformati» | 
on, who aſpire to make their own names great, not Chriſt's glori- 
ous 3 and ſome who chir.k not their Congregations ſure enough their 
own, unleſſe by ſome peculiar manner of Bop1ifing they are figned, 
and as It were afligned over unto them. 
Shall Ilead you now from Corinth into the tumak as Epbeſwr, or 
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Uſe 1, 


2 Cor. 1. 24. 
I Pet.s 3: 
James 3. 1 


I Joh. 2, 18. 
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The ſirife of Brethren : or, 


rather I would lead you out of it. The cry is lowd there for Religi= 
on ; Great « Diana of the Epbeſians, and I could ſhew you too if time 
would permit my ſtay, what Englands Dian2s are : But that which I 
intentto (hew you in Epbe/ſws,is,that the projet of the Craftſmafters 
was their Silver Shrines, And for the multitude the moſt part of them 
knew not wherefore they vere gathered together. 

From hence my Beloved, let me borrow time to-lay before-you 
ewonotes of information, 

Firſt, The primitive riſe of Epiſcopacy or Prelacy. The office of 
Biſhop and Elder is not differenced in Scripture 3 for thoſe whom the 
Spirit calls #r10ximvs, Overeſeers or Biſbops, AR. 20. ver. 28. In ver. 17. 
of the ſame Chapter, are called «pte&ipes, Prerbyters or Elders ; and fo 
compare Tits r,ver. 5+ and 7 But pride and ambicion made the dif- 
ference, the Biſhop and Prelate by an uſurpation of juriſdi&ion, and 
through the favour of Princes,accumulated ticles of honour, and pre- 
rogatives unto themſe!ves above their brethren. T his myſtery of Ini- 
quitie began in the Apoſtles time; Paul hinteth at ſuch as uſurped d»- 
minion over Brethrens faith ;, Peter ſuch as Lorded it over Gods berit age ; 
7ames ſuch as aſpired Mafteries; Fobn, many Antichriſts, who Diorre- 
pbes-like , loved prebeminence, I feare, leaſt ſome aſpiring unto Cathe- 
drals may have too much in them of the Cathedrall mans ſpirit, in 


this time of reformation I could heartily wiſh amongſt reformers, the 


ſpirit of pride and envie to be laid alide. And let us all, my Brethren, 
in all humility and love beſpeak one the other, as Abram did Lot ; 
Let there be no ſtrife between thee and mee, for wee are breth\ en. 

Secondly , The miſchief ſee, of encreafing flocks, and greatning 
eftaces, Abrams and Lots Sbepheards could well enough agree together 
fo long as their flacks and means were ſmall ; but when they grew 
great, both their flocks and families and them(ſz!ves muſt ſeparate. 
How many of you in this Citie doe well know, how well the Paſtor 
and LeQurer (I name no particulars) could ia one Congregation 
hold common of paſture and peace together, ſo long as the ambition 
of Prelates kept theirs down ; but (mice the Indulge!ice of thele times 
hach given liberty for common of pefture in any Congregation, our 
peace is not onely broken , but our d:fferences, ibvugh reelly very 
ſmall, yer ſeemingly fo wide,as that they cannot be ſtated, nor defires 
known to make way for a reconciliation. Exſebiws in his 8, Booke 
1. Chapter of his E:clefiaſticall Hiſtory, gives.us as lively a charaRer 
of chele chmes by thoſe he liv'd in, as if he had lived in bath; 1 have 
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not time to repeat his diſcourſe, I ſhall defire you that are verf'd in 


Hiftory at your leaſure to readeit. | 

But I ſhould herelook a little more abroad unto State- 
contentions, as well as Church- contentions, It is fad to 
ſee what unchriftian , uncivi!ll, unnaturall contentions, 
this queſtion of mem and rm, mine and thine, doth be- 
get amongſt us. What is reported of the Goſpel to pro- 
duce by accident, that doth the world efficacioully work 
as an efficient : To ſet a man at variance againſt bis Father, 
the daughter againft ber Mother, and the daughbier in law a- 
gainſt ber mother in law, and a man foes to be thoſe of bis own 
bouſbold. Full purſes are ulually the bellowes, which pride 
and paſſion make uſe of to blow up ſtrife amongl(t neereſt 
friends, nor can wee ſee,nor will wze fee our way to peice, 
till our purſes be a little empried, 

I have not time to ſtay longer on this ; the g2nerall 
Dorine calls upon mee for a wo:d of application. You 
have heard,that there may be wnbrotherly ſtrife between godly 
brethren, yea chat it is paſt may be, you have ſeen antienc 
& modern witneſſes that it is ſo, with the evident grounds 
and cauſes thereof. 


Reader | have inſer- 
red a talt of it. 


They which ſeemed 
Sbepheards, loying afide t 
rule of pietie, 
tention and [chime 4 
themſelins, And whiles th 
aggraua'ed theſe things, t 
ls, contention , threatui 
mu! wall batyed and enmitle 
And every one proceeded i 
ambuion, mucl) like tyrant 
8 /elfe ;, then, | ſay, then th 
Lord according to the ſayi 
of Jeremy, made the daugh< 
ter of Sion obſcure, a | 
verthrew from above t 
glory of Iſrael, and rem 
bred not his footſtoole in! 
the day of his wrath, La- 


ment.2. 1, 


Shall I then my Brethren, take up a reproofe, or rather a lamenta- 
tion,over thoſe imbittered cenſures,which godly brethren ler fall one 
againſt the other? Are wee brethren ? Are wee godly ? I am confident, 
that it may be ſafely concluded, that ſome on both tides, are brethren 
eruely godly. Why then, why are wee fo bicter one againſt the 0- 
ther ? What means the gall and wormwood that is in our diſcourſes 
and meetings ? Ah my Brethren, my Brethien, did our Lord Chriſt 
walh his Apoſies feete, and amongſt them a Judas feere, and ſhall we 
throw dirt in one anothers faces? Is this Chriſt-like ? doth this be- 
come Chriſtians? Did he powre out his precious bloud to. purchaſe 
our peace, and ſhall wee draw out one anothers bloud in breaking our 
peace ? Did he bequeath b# peace unto his people, as his laſt and beſt 
Legacy he had to leave unto them, and (hall wee like fouliſh children 


ſpend our portion in undoing one the other ? 


Buc I will forbeare this ingratefull rebuke, being more willing, if 
time would permic, to travaile in the ſecond generall , The treatie for 


Peace ; Buci may not forget my limics and your affaires; onely for 
his, I ſhall turn you unto _ Counſels of the Apoſtle. 


- 


practiſed 6 


Vk. 


John 13. 12. 


Eph.2.13, 


John 1Þ27. * 


The ftriſe of Bretbrew: or, 


The ficlt is given unto the brethreg at Rome, Roma, 16; verl. 19. Naw 
T befeech you Bretbren:,mark them which cauſe diviſions and offencer,contra- 
ry #6 the doftrine which yee bave learned, and. avoyde them. And if you 
will mark farther, ver. 18. the Apoſtle doth there manifeſt ſuch pecu- 
liar marks whereby you may know them, and not be deceived. Which 
I had rather you ſhould there reade your ſelves , then I repeat unto 
you, leaſt they (honld be interpreted rather to be the words of many 
ſpirit, then the words of the Spirit of God. 

The fecond is that which the Apoſtle - with much tenderneſle of 
bowells and affe&ion prefſed on his Corinthians, in his firſt Epiſtle, 
ficſt Chapter, and tenth verſe. . Now I beſeech you Brethren by the name of 
onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that yee all ſpeak the ſame things, and that there be 
no diviſions among you, bus that yee be perfeftly joyned together in the (ame 
minde, and in the ſame judgement. And now I beſeech you brethren, 
this is alſo my ſute to you , and I cannot conjure you by a greater 
name, then that by which alone you muſt be ſaved. 

I have another ſute likewiſe for you in the words of the ſame Apo- 
file, 2 Theſ. 3. 16. Now the God of peace bimelfe give you peace alwayer, 
by all meanes. Oar breaches are ſo wide, that if the Lord of peace him- 
ſelfe doth not give us peace, it is beyond the nnderfta of man to 
compaſle it. And our waftings are fo great,as that Peace is by all meanes 
moſt defirable ; yea and by all men moſt defired. Our ſecond labour 
is to perſwade and to dire@ unto this. 


== 


A TxrEaTyYy Fork PEAce. 
: OR, 


4 Abrahams parly with Lot . 


TnuE SECOND SERMON» 


GEN. 13. 8. 


| And Abrabam ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no ſtrife T pray thee, between thee 
an = neither between my Heardſmen and thy Heardſmen, for we are 
retbren, 


HE Textisa treaty of Peace between Abrabam 
and Lot, wherein we have a Suppolition 
and a Propofition ; that which is ſuppoſedis 
this, That there may be an unbrotherly ſtrife 
between godly brethren, there was ſo you ſee 
between Abrabam and Lot. That which is 

Tt & propoſed is that which ſhou'd follow 

4 * OT CIR this, That where ſuch unbroth erly ftriteſs 

"0 all ſpeedy and poſſible meanes muſt be uſed for a reconciliation, The 

- firft of theſe we have diſpatchtin a morning LeQure elſewhere, and 

have ſpoken ſomething to the ſecond , which chrough che haſt 
| of that Exerciſe, was rather ſnatchi from me, chen delivered by me: 
I there drew the face onely of Abrabams defire and example , now I 


4% (ball give you the whole portraiture in a full Table: chat which re- 
" #2 mains is this , 
T hat where ſuch unbrotherly ſtrife is, all poſſible and ſpeedy meanes muſt 
be wſed for reconciliation. 


I need not light a candle to this Sunne,both Nature andNation, 
Civility and Morality, Profeſſion and Religion , Trath and Chrift 
beſpeake this: duty from us. There are no counſels fo obvioasin 
Gads word, as choſe which perſwadeto brocherly amity, co Chrifti= 


.. unity , to peace, a grace to/peace , a bleſling to peacrableneſſe 


eA Treaty for Peace: or, 


and peace-making both in civil and in Ecclefiaſticall differences, to a 
wiſe and ſpeedy reconciliation of all offences. 

The Arguments are likewiſe manifeſt and manifold, which the 
Sword of the Spirit , or rather the Spirit of the Sword. uſeth 
as a keenedge to cut off contentions , and to provoke unto-love. 
How patheticall and full of affe&ion are thoſe Arguments of the A- 
poſtle, Philip. 2. v. 1,2,3-If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if' any bowels and mer= 
cies , fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like minded, h wving the ſame love, being of 
one mind. Let notbing be done through ſtrife or vaingiory. M: thinks the 
Apoſtles ſoule and words flow out together, 4s he fayes elſe- 
where, 1 Thefl. 2. 8. We are willing ts impart not the Goſpel oneh, but 
our onn ſouler, becauſe you are deare unto ws, 

What a heap of unities doth the Apolile pile up in Epheſ. 4. v. 4, 
5,6. One Body,one Spirit, one hope of our Calling, one Lord, one Faith, , one 
B aptiſme, one God and Þ ather of all, which is abve all,znd thraugh all, and 
in you all. And now what is all this Onezeſſe but co make us One, toim- 
pell Sainis into the waitie of the Spirit, and bond of peace ? If all be 
one, why ſhould brethren be two ? 

_ What mighty convittions doth the Apolile hold forth from 
Natures light in 1 Cor. 1 2. ſhewing how the uniced (ervices of all the 
members in the budy naturall, doe tutour the uniting: of Chriſtians, 
and of all cheir offices, parts and gifcs for che fery ce of the body my- 
ſtica)l. V ariety of gifts are not beſtowed on us to work contrariety of 
affe&ion : It is a ſublime notation of unity which the Apoſtle there 
gives, v. 12. calling the Head and the Body one Chriſt, plaialy Tat 
mating that ſuch who wilfully rend themſeluzcs from the body, doe as 
much as in them lies to rend themſelves alſo from the head. 

But what need I ſtep beyond the Tex: for impulſtves to inforce the 
duty of the Do&rine? Two [ here fi11, one above the Text, the o- 
cher at the foot of it , Let there be no ſtrife h:trw:en thee and m1, neither 
between thy Heardſmen and my Heardſmen,Cich Abramto Lotgand why ? 
1. Becauſe the ( ananite and the Perezite dwell in the land. 2, Becauſe 
we are bretbren. Let us now examine thele geaſons,and 

1. Becauſe of the Canaanite and Perezite which dwell inthe Land, ay if 
Abram (hould have aid, Why brother Lor,doe you not ſee that there 
is a generation of ungodly men dwelling amongft us, who would 
willingly take the advantage from gur divifions to work us both ous 
of this good land ? I. pray #hee therefore brother, lt there ah = 
berween ut. 
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Why but ſome will ſay, Whom doe you mean by theſe Canamnites 
and Perezites # Ve ſhew you what CharaQers the Spirit of God doth 
hint unto us of them, The Canaaniteis derived from that curſed ſeed, 
who did mock at his Fathers nakednefſe , you have the ſtory in Gen. 
9. 25, The Perezite from an Hebrew root which fignifies to divide. 
Both of theſe miſchievous enough to the power of godlineſle, and to 
the peace of the Goſpel. The w1/de Boare and the little Foxes doe ex- 
ceeding great (though nor equa!l) hurt unto the Spirituall Vine: the 
little Foxes ſpoyle her grapes 3 but the wild Boare would root it up. 
The Wolfes ceeth and the Par!::ners breath doe both kill,but the Pan- 
chec with delight, the Wolfe with cruelty, 

But what doe you tell us of the Canaanites and the Perezates , are 
there any ſuch dwelling in curland ? | 

My brechren, I accuſe none here, but Iam very certain you will all 
beare me witneſfſe that there is a generation of Canaanites in the land, 
which ſcoffe at Saints, at M:niſters, at Pcofellion, at Ocdinances, and 
would (cuffe at Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe, if he were alive, who doe not 
onely triumph in ſuch nakedneſſes as they (ee but with thoſe in Mis 
cab, they pull off the beautifull garment from them that paſſe by them peace- 
ably ; they ſtudy all che miſchiefes they can, to render Religion, and 
the profeſſors thereof odiois. 

There is ano:her generation of Periz:zitzs in the land , who 
like Samſons Foxes have fire brands at their tailer, who make it their 
defigne to divide, that they might rule. I mean not ſuch, who 
through tenJernelſe of conſcience, or ugo1 mitgiving grounds, 
doe ſeparate, but I meane the politick Perizzite, who is ſet on 
work by Rome and Hel to retard the counſels of Reformation 
through the diviſions of brethren. For is not the hand of Joab 
in all chis? Hath not the Divell and the Jeſuit made it their Mifter- 
piece by moſt unhappy diviſions to break the ſtrength of that party 
by whom Gad hath broken theirs? yea and | am perſwaded, that 
there are many truly godly, who are imployed by chem as inſtru- 
ments, that are altogether inſcious of any deligne : as Philip, King of 
Macedon imployed thoſe honeſt Philoſophers in thoſe two famous 
Cities of Greece,to make ſeveral parties in them,that he might be invi- 


Mica. 2. 8. 


ted in to make himſelfe maſter of both. And as che ſame Philip de- 2s. (ortine, 
cided the controverfie of the Kingdome of Thefſah,between thoſe two 41 


diſcording brethren who cont for it,which he fairly cook from 


mo 
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Oh that we could undermine the gates of Rowe and Hell this 
day, by our moſt happy uniting. Me thinkes there is no argament 
that can have more force in it then this, when we know chat there 
are fuach generations of men amorgt us, who doe wait for this ad- 
vantage, to break in upon us through the lane of our divifions, and 
to raife their decayed fortunes on our miferablerutnes. 

Tull.de Offi. Twlly in his Offices preſents us with a very pat ftory to cantionate 

ts the unbrotherly difcord of theſe times. The Nolans and the Neopo= 
litans having a controverfie about a parcell of ground which lay be- 
eween their {everall Countries, Fabins Labeo beiog invited to deter- 
mine the difference, gave unto them the exterior limits of Ge ground 
adjoyning to their refpe&ive Countries, and took unto the State of 
Romeall the land whick lay in the midſt between the confines. My 
brethren, let us be well adviſed, leſt whilſt we doe moſt unhappily 
contend about the cor. fines of our priviledges and liberties, our good 
friends of Rome doe not come in and give us as much ſenfvall liberty 
as we defire, but cake away from us thoſe ſaving Goſpel truths, and 
that purity and power of Ordinances which lie between us in medio, 
on both fides contended for. 

Reaſon 2. The ſecond Argument that lies at the foot of the Text, is the force 
of brotherhood : For wee are brethren, and wee are brethren many 
wayes: 1. We are brethren by Countrey, 

Neſcio qua natale ſolwms dulcedine cunitos 
" Duacit 
Should the Lord fend us intoa ftrange land to hang wp our mufieal In- 
ſiruments by the waters of our captivity, and;to weep over thoſe Songs of 

Sion which here we might enjoy with peate and (pirituall delight,and 

doe not, then this countrey brotherhood would have, Ar & e- 

nough to cement us. Ah my brethren, doe we need ſhcha'rod to 

whip us intoche ſenſe of brotherly love? Surely che provocations 
of ſonnes and daughters are greatett provocations, and our heavenly 

Father hath provecations enough to turn us all out of dooreq when 

we cannot live peaceably together in his houſe. 

But 2, brethren by blood, as ſome of us are, and brethren by 
grace, as Abram and Lot were, children of the ſame Þixuenty Farber, 
partakers of the ſame Divine Natwre, begotten of the ſame thyngreall 
feed, bred up in the fame howfbold of Faith, made to drink inrb ane and 
the ſame Spirit, partakers ofthe fame heavenly Calling ; teires ro the 


lame immertelt inberitanee,and bound up together in che ſame 


—————— 
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of life, and band of the C.venant of grace. O me thinkes flelb and | 


bones ſhould ſooner ſeparate in the body naturall,then ſuch f{pirituall | 


nerves and finewes be broken in the body myſticall. 


Beloved,we ſhould all love as bretbren,as genuinely and naturally as 1 Per. 3. 8. 


brethren,that's our Rule; but if we cannot held proportion with the 
Rule, to love as brethren, yet let us keep correſpondency with the 


obje&, to love the Brotherhood, There is nothing ſets the common | 1 Per. 2.17. 


adverſary higher in the Scorners Chaire, then the diſcords of bre- 
thren. The Devill hath propheſied, that the rents in Chriſts King- 
dome ſhould make roome for his. Shall Igive you his plain language 
in ſome that wiſh well to his kingdome? The Presbyterians and the 
Independents will fall out, and then all will be ours again. Now my 
brethren,let not our divifions make the Devil a true Prophet. Lec us 
honour God, and Religion, and our ſelves , and ſhame the Devill, | 
let our bleſſed union diſcover him, as he is, a lyer from the begin- 
ning. 


Shall I need now to make uſe of this point, ſurely there was never Uſe. 


more need chen now that uſe [hould be made of it, and no point more 
uſefull, more needfull then this. Bur I ſhall defire you to ſave me that 
labour, and to rake it home with you, each of you, to make uſe of it 


»ppon your own hearts ; and one unto the other, ſay as Abram unto 


Lot, Good neighbour, Deare friend , Let there be no ſirife between mee 
and thee, neither b:tween my paſiours and thy paſtonrs ; for wee are bre« 
thren. 

Friends wee are now earneſt for a Treaty of Peace, and the Spirit of 
God doth ſhew us, that if wee either love Feruſalem, or defire to pro- 


Jper in it, wee muſt pray for 1be _ of it ; pray for the peace of Jernſalem, pal. 122, 6. 


they ſball proſper that love thee ; but if our praQtiles (hould give our pray» 
ers the lye, ic were an horcid mockery to God and to our ſelves : if 
wee ſhould Petition God or man for a Treaty of Peace, and ſhauld nor 


endeavour bur ſelves to keep the unity of the Spirit in 1be bond of peace; pohef. 4. 43 
and, to follow after thoſe things which make for peace, oar treatte would Rom. 14. 19. 


prove a milchiefe, and our peace a fnare. 

Now I would encourage your endeavouryby direQing ir, Some di- 

reQions you have from the Copie wee havein hand 3 others wee (hall 

_ which chough they be not in the Stor. yet they belong unto 
eXls 

The firſt is this; The higher any man is in 


brethren, che more is iis duty to be firf? in 


£ 
| \ 


or parts above his - Rave 1, 
peace, Erat Abra» Mniculns in 


If 


* 


Joh. 8. 56. 
Mar, 11. 25- 


Gal. 5. 13. 
Rome 9. 12. 


2 Cor. 5. 20. 
Prov. I2. 26+ 


Rule 2, 

PV ide ut blande 
leviter, ac ſua- 
wibus verbis 
£xm nepote a- 

gi, ttiam juri 
ſue ceders, quo 
anter ipſos ala- 
tur concordia, 
bicet eo ſuper ior 
efſet omnibus 
modi, optione 


 Zfamen dans &- 


. legend quam 
welt terre 
partemyſe afſe- 
rens diverſam 
' Accepthram. 

Gen, 13. 15, 
| 19. 8, 
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 bame&+ major natu & wſu rerum prudentior. eAbrem was the elder and 


nobler of the two here, both in place and parts, and yet he is the firſt 
that ſues for reconciliation: wee heare not in his mouth the language 
of theſe times; Sir, I am yuur elder, and your better, I look that yuu 
ſhould Roopto mee ; I wonder Sir, that you will ſuffer your ſervants 
co fall our with mine z why ? have not I bred you up from a boy ? have 
you not gotten all chat you have under mee ? and what cemmon of 
paſture can your Shephezr is challenge, bur what they bave at my 
courtelie ? Nay, No ſuch lanpuzge you heare from Abram, he thar 
ſaw Chriſts day, had received of Chriſts Spirit, to be meek and lowly in 
beart. He lays alide all thuughts of difparicy, either in years or place, 
and the foſter Uncle becomes an humble ſuitor un:o his underling 
for an honorable peace. 

Wee are all bound to ſerve one another in le, and it is not incon» 
gruous unto-(Gods way, that the elder ſhould ſerve the younger. He that 
is moſt eminent in grace or placezto be moſt forward in ſeeking peaces 
this is moſt God-like , the moſt excellent Majeſtie that is offended, 
deſcends from his Throne cf Glory to beſeech preud ſinners: 20 be re- 
conciled xnto bim. O my Brethren . ycu that are more excelent then 
your neighbours, that have parts, or gifts, or places above your bre- 
thren, ſee how Religion direRs you to improve them 1a the defires 
and endeavours for peace. 

The ſecond Rule i this 3 Chriſtians muſt be content to yeeld in 
their own right tor a godly peace, whoſe rig}.t was ever clearer of fu- 
rer to the whole Land of Canaan, then Abrams was ? he had it all 
made over to him and to his poſterity trom the Lord Paramount of 
the whole Eartb, and yet when this ſtrife fell out between Abrams and 
Lots Shepheards about common of paſture, he propounided unto Lox 
his choice of any part of the whole Land that was before him, and 
would content himſelfe wich Lors leavings. See, faith Abram, # not 
the whole Land before thee, ſeparate thy ſelfe , | pray thee, front mee, ( not 
that Abram was willing to part with Lot , but that they mighe pre» 
ſerve that brotherly union at a diſtance, which they could nor keep, 
by keeping together, ) If thou pilt take the left band ( faith Abram to 
Lot, ) then I will goe to the right, or if thou depart to ube right hand, then 
I will goe to the left. 

Now Lots eye was ſo great upon the fat and pleaſant yallies of Sun 
dom , as that forgetting his good manners to his Uncte, he made 
his choice, and Abrom loft nothing by his condeſcention unto him'; 


AZRrAMs parky with Low. 19 
for as ſoon as Lot was ſeparated from him , the Lord appeares ungo ; 
Abram, and renews his promiſe of the whole Land to bim and to bly Vetl. 13 
ſeed, See, my Brethren , God will not ſuffer us to be looſers in any | 
ching, wherein for his fake, we deny Our ſelves and our own right, fn 
order to a religious peace, 

If our Brother Lt hath a minde to the fat and pleaſant portion of \ 
Sodem, let him take ic, ſucely-if his deſigne be profit and not peace, | 
the Lord will finde a time to fire him our of it againe ; it matters not | - 
what we ſuffer in our own particular intereſts, ſo as God might have \ 
his glory in a godly peace. Were there more of Abrams condeſcenti- | 
on amongſt us, how eaſily might our unhappie differences be taken 


U 
rhe third Rule is ; That in order topeace all expoſtulations and Ryle 3. 
exprobrations of injuries be laid afide. Wee heare nothing from 4- 
bream of any unkindnefſe , bur onely a loving and humble intreatie ; 
Let there be n0 ſtrife, I pray thee, berween thee and mee, The repeating of | 
an old wrong, is but as the rubbing upon an old fore,which doth bu 
anger it, and make the cure the worſe. | 

It is an holy art of forgetfulnefſe to be forgetfull of injuxies. I 
would there were graves made, Domicilis filentij, houſes of filence, 
between King and Parliament, between Parliament and Citie, be- 
tween Citie and Army , berween our diſſenting brethren, and all | 
thoſe that upon ſober 2nd religious grounds, doe diſcent from them, | 
to bury all paſſions aud ſuſpicions of injuries; and let theſe graves be 
Kibroth Hattaavib, graves of luſt, I meane, to bury all thoſe corrup- Kibroth Hat- 
tions which have provoked thele unkindnefſes. taevab, 

My Brethren, you doe all profetſe your ſelves to be Abrems chil- — 
ten, inhecicours of choſe promiſes, which were made ro him, remem- 
ber chat Chrifts argument duth as much concern the children by pro- Joh. g. 39. 
aniſe, as the children by fliſb ; 5f you are Abrams children, you will them doe 
the works of Abrabem : Amongit others forget not theſe which I have 
ſhewed you. , 

There are two other Rules now, which though they be not in the 
Text, yet they Joe belong unto the Doftrine. 

The firſt is this ; There are three beautifull Siſters, which are inſe- "I 
parable companions unto this bappy heavenly off- ſpring, I meanea 
religious and well-grounded peace. 

firſt is Trath, Love the trath and peace, Zach. 8. 19. ver. Love 
$*4%% bus 5racb with ic, tracb before ir. If you let goe tmarh, peace will 


* Matth.1o, 34- 


be firivings Jer A4oþb and Aleribab, thoſe water: of rife. rag la] 


m . 
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not be worthy your love, you love proce, becauſe le be the mother of 


pleticy, but if you provide not for #r#th, co dwell with ir, your peace 
will-prove the daughter of vanity, your peace can be neither crue nor 
lovely, tharis ſ:parated from the love of the truth, 

The ſecond is Righteoaſueſſe. Herey and truth are "met togetber, 
righteonſnefſe and peace bh ve kiſſed each other, Pial. 85. to. Inthas no- 
table meeting of the divine accributes in Jeſus Chriſt, theſe ewo righte- 


owſneſſe and peace are matcht together , no righterwſneſſe can procure 


our peace with God ,. but the righreouſneſſe of Telus Chrift, and no 

peace can ſtand with men, unleſſe the influences of that righreonſneſſe be 

apon them. If wnrigbteowſneſs be found in our Parltament,in our Com- 

mitteet, in our Cuurts of Judicature,in your Citie,and in your ſhops, 

the Land be not purged of bloud, and Juftice be not done upon the 

Ateb ans, the troublers of our ptace, our peace will be forced to depart 
ine as ſoone as It is procured. ' 

The third is Holineſſe : Follow peace with all men and holineſſe, with* 
owt which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. Folow peace and boli- 
xeſſe joyntly, but nor Equally. Peace for bolineſſe ſake, and boline 
above ;for this is implyed in the force of the reaſon : for wi 
owt bolane fſe no man ſball ſee tbe Lord, Wee may ſee the Lord without ha- 
ving peace with all men, but not without the having of bolineſſe, 

Let ther be no ſtrife between thee and mee, (aith peace to truth, peace 
to rigbteowfneſſs, peace to bolineſſe ; Bur let there be nothing bug ftrife 
between me and thee, faith peace to error, peace to injwſtice, peace to pro- 
phaneneſſe. And if any Minifter ſhould be G bold to ſeparate thoſe whom 
God bath joyned, or to jon thoſe whom God hath ſeperateg, he ſhould 
indeed preach ſedition , bet not againſt proud man, as is ſuggeſted, 
buc againft-a holy and a jealous God. That true-righteous holy* 
Peace, that daughter of Heaven will cercainly forbid all Cons 


crafts thae ſball be publifhed beeween error, injuſtice, prophaneneſſe, and 


her ſelfe, there is no peace to the wickgd, ſaith my God, nor no peace with 
the wicked. Or if it were-poſlible that Peace ſhould own ſuch Cons 
cad; Chriſt higmſelfe, who is the Prince of prave, would never own 
her for his daughter ; for in this cafe he ſaich, 1 come not to ſend peace 
owthe earth, but 1he ſword. In a word, let goe either of theſe fifter-gra- 
ces, and your peacey. be it what it will, ic will undoe you. This is 
now the firſt Rule in order to a godly peace. 

The ſecond I have to ly before you is chiis , That if we will needs 


les Palladixm, the image of their Godgells of Wildome, 
ldno1 belof. Belored, this is our 
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right channels. The way to break a defigne of warre,is many times to 
divert it ; to break the ſtrength of our anhappie contentions, I would 
fox them upon their crue and ropes objeAs. There ate two which I 
ſhall propound unto you, 1. That which you ſhould contend for. 
2. That which you ſhould contend againſt. 

Firſt, That which you ſhould contend for, is that to which Jude 
exhorts you, Jude 2.that youſhould earneſtly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the Saints, There is faith a grace, and fa-th the 
obje& of that grace. Faith a grace is that whereby wee cloſe with all 
divine revelations, not onely by a conſent unto the truth of chem in 
our underſtandings, but by a cafte of the ſweetnefſe of them in our 
wills and affeRtions ; and thoſe divine revelations are alſo called the 
faith of Saints : becauſethey are thoſe things which Saints by faith 
doe live upon: now Saints muſt contend for both ; but that which 

doth here intend, is the dofrine of fairh; and for this wee muſt 
whe , contend , above all that ſtrength wee contend with. 
The word is a cor pound, 'borrowed from thoſe that did ſtrive for 
maſteries in the Olympick cames,whoſe ſtrife was vigorous as for lite, 
yet heere wee muſt ſtrive above that, and wee have a ſupernaturall 
ſtrength given unto us to ſtrive with 3 wee muſt par forth all that 
which Nature or Grace can minifter unto us. Oar lives muſt not bs 
deare unto us, or any thing that is dearer then cur lives, to preſerve 
thoſe ſaving truths which are the purchaſe of ſo many Martyrs bloud, 
yea of the precious bloud of the Sonne of God, our new Teſtament 
is the new Teſtament of bis blond. 

There are three energeticall arguments in chis perſwafive of Jude, 
inciting the dury he perſwades unto. 

Firft, The tranſcendent excellency of that which wee contend for. 

Secondly , The mighty oppofition which is againſt ir. 

Thirdly, The irreparable lofſe of it being once gone. 

Firſt, The tranſcendent excellency of that which wee contend for, 
worth all the expence of all that labour, treaſure, and bloud, which 
It hath coft this Kingdome. 1 is che Imperiall gift, the treaſury, the 
Snberit ance of Saints. Naboth would rather part wich bis life, then wich 
his inheritance, but an inherfrance of a life immortall, how much is it 
to be red before a mortall life or inheritance. lt ls ſtoried of 
Troy, chat in the Grecian fiege it had an Oragle, that if ic could keepe 
their Citle 
Paladin, looſe it, and loofe 
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| I all. The glory of God in Exekiels Viſions, did ſoone depart from the C- 
with rv; 3, fie, when it was once departed from the SanFwuary, If the Lord take 

" 10.2, * coales from the Altar, to ſcatter over the Citie,the Judgement of it (ball 
with 11.11. ſpeed after wich a vengeance. When Hymenexs and Alexander did make 

| ITim. t-19, ſbipwrack of faith , they made (hipwrack of a good Conſcience wich it. 
20 Ic wasthe great Comfort of Pauls Conſcience upon his death-bed, 

that be bad kept the F ith, aud his keeping the faith was che main prop 

3Tim4. 7,8.. of his Confilence, that from. thenceforth there war laid up for bim 4 


Crorwne of rigbteonſnefſe. If you let goe faith, you looſe your comforts, 

your confidenee, your crowne : If therefore you will contend, contend 

—_ as you will for this. Contend for the. Faith once given to the 
aints.. 

2. The ſecond Argument to provoke unto this holy contention, is the 
mighty oppoſition which Saints firde againſt the faith, therefore would 
the Apoltle have us iz«yorl/453%, contend earneſtly ; {0 wee tran(late It, 
but that is too low, you muſt more then contend ; us Paw! ſpeaks in 

2-Cor. 8. 3« another ſenſe, not onely according to your power, but beymnd jour power : 
The do&@cine of faith, as it never wanted ſome witneſſes to defend it, ſo 
it ever had many adverſcrics to oppoſe it : The gates of bell, though the 
cannot prevaile againſt it, yet they will doe againſt it all che ſpite they 
can. Herefie is like that triple- headed Serpent, if one head be cut off, 
three will ariſe in the place of it. And hereticks like thoſe Remanes in 
their warres with Cartbage, they will never be quiet , eicher Conque- 

) rours, or conquered ; Surely, if ever the g21es of Hell were ſet open in 

# England, they are now let wide open, and the L»cuſts of the bottomleſſa 

' pit, even cover the facc of the Land. It yeelds yet ſome comfortable 
hopes unto us, thatthe Lord hath a moſt beautifull work of refor- 
mation upon the wheele in England, for that che Devill and the Je- 
ſuite are ſo put co it to beſticce themſelves. Never did herefie and 
blaſphemy with chat whoriſh impudence, oppoſe the fandamentall 
eruths of Goſpel grace, as now they doe, but blelſed be God, who 
hath awakened the zeale of fo many faiibfu? ſerv nts of the Lord Fe- 
ſw in all parts of the ug——_ to give Teftimony 10 bis 2rmth. 

My brethren, let us reſolve not to ſpend cur breath onely, bur our 
bleodin a good Confellion, if God ſhould call for it. Foſephw hath a 
ory worthy our obſervance : That when Pontius Pilate would have 
Inforced the ſtatue of Nero into the Temple of che Jewes, the zeale of 


”—_ 


Religion, Pilete purpoliog to inforce thatby the Sword,, which 


pi being agalnſt che law of their holy 
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Rhetorick could not per ſwade, drew them intoa place, whete he had 
laid an Ambuſcado of armed men, who upon his fignall, were to doe 
execution upon thoſe who wichſtood his command. The Jewes be- 
ing conſtant to their principle of Religion, eſpying their danger ap- 

roaching, did all as one man open their nakea breaſts tothe poinced 
words of their execuciogers, reſolving rather upon an honorable 
death with the ſafety of cheic Religion, chen an ignominious life wich 
the loſle of it. 

The third Argument for this boly Contention, is the iscecoverable 
lofſe of our Faith being once gone. It was once given wnto the Saints, 
2nd but once : Ir was once given unto Rome, and once unco Atacedse= 
nia,and once unto the ſeven Churches of Aſi minor; and when once 
they had loft ic, ic was never as yet given to them again. Sol oceidere 
& redire poteft : If che Sunue in the firmament doch fer, it will rife a- 
gain ; bur if chis 3un of righceouſnetſe once ſer upon a land, an irre- 
coverable midnight of ſptrituall da: kneffe ſucceeds upon it. If we loſe 
our eſtates, we may recover them again z it we loſe our friends, God 
may raiſe ns up ſome other; it we loſe our I'ves we may exchange 
chem for a beccer z but if we loſe the Faith once given to the S aints,being 
once loſt, ir is loſt forever : and we loſe wich ic our Sow/er, our Hes- 
ve, our Chriſt, our God, and theſe irrevocably. Ah deare Chriſtians, if 
ever ye will contend for any thing, contend for the faith once given unto the 
Saints. And that is now the fi: it obje& of your boly Contention , that 
which you- ſhould contend tor. 

The ſecond is that which you ſh :u'd contend againſt : and here I 


hall propound two objets, firlt of pe:1ons,ſecondly of things. 


\ Firſt for Perſons, che Royall Prophet writes us a Copie, Pal. 139. 
2 22. Doe not I hate them, O Lord, that bate thi: ? and doe I not ear- 
neſih contend with thoſe that riſe up againſt thee ? yex I bate them with 
perfeT batred, I count them mine Utter enemies. Certainly cher is a 
generation in the Kingdom,and in this Citie (yea where is there not) 
whoſe hearts riſe up againſt God,and againſt the power of godlinefle, 
Gods rigbe band hath already found out many, and will certainly finde 
owt more of thoſe that hate bim. Take heed gooud frieads, how you con= 
federate wich choſe againſt whom the Lord is ingaged. Will you be 
eucor'da lictle from chat ſtory of Jadabin Abaz time, in the ſeventh 
and eighth Chapters of 1:i4b, when, prophane Syria, and Apoſtate 
Judsb, their hearts 
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irs ſmoaking fire-brands, which had more ſmoak then fire in them, 
ſhould nothuct them; J»dzb, though with much a-doe bel a 
proſpered, and the combined Armies are ſcattered. Diſcontented 1/- 
racl not humbled under Gods hand fo vifibly againſt them, refolve 
yet to reccvit greater forces againſt Fudab : The Brickes are fallen, but 
we will build with bewen ſtones ; the Siccamors are cut down, but we will 
ebange them into Cedars. fadab forgetting Gods former promiſe and 
deliverance,ſends to the Aſyrian for aid : The Lord ſends his Prophets 
to them again,and cels them, that becauſe they had reſuſ:4 the ſoft run- 
ning waters of Siloa , the mighty waters of Aſyyria ſhould over flow them. 
Now what were thoſe waters of Siloa ? Siloa was a river that brake 
out at the foor of Mount Sien, and ran through the ſtreets of Feruſc- 
lem, to which the Church allodes, Pal. 46. 44 There # a River, the 
fireames thereof ſhall make gl1d the Citie of God. This river here is Jefus 
Chrift,the Fowntain of Gods pleaſures, the treames are his promiſes in 
which he makes out himfelfe for the com forc of his people in ſaddeſt 
confuſions. Now J«4ab had a ſpeciall intimation of the Covenant 
of grace to afſertain their former deliverance, as all temporary pro- 
miſes muſt haye their ſtrength and bleffing our of that. But forget- 
ting both their mercy and their duty, and ſeeking firength from an 
arns of flſb, which God had deſpiſed, they were not ſirengtbencd but tli- 
fireſſed by it, faith the Rory, 2 Chron, 28, 20. Lo this i8 alt the kind- 
we are like to receive fram ſuch confederates ; the Lord therefore 
counſels the upright-hearted in Judab, Say ye not a Confederacy to all 
them to whom this people ſhall ſay a (, onfederacy, neither feare ye their feare, 
not be afraid, but ſanifie the Lord of Hoſis bimſelfe, and les bim be your 
Feare, and let him bt jour Dread, and he ſball be for a SanGuary unto you. 
But what got Apoſtate 1/-ael by her propbane confederates ? Why E- 
Jay 9.11,12, we ſhall tind that they tafted the ſame bitter ſance with 
unbelieving Judeb, they were wich oper mowtb dewowred by their good 
friends the Syrians, with whom they had before combined againſt Ju- 
dah, Felix quem faciunt 2/ena pericula can'um. with that Fudab's and 
Tj els ſufferings may cautior.a:e the godly in London how they confe- 
derate with thoſe that are ungodly. Surely they ſhall not ſtrengiben, 
but diſtreſſe themſelver by combining with thoſe that are manifeſt enc- 
mies to God and gocdueffe. 

Tn Fadges the ſecond and the firſt , we read of an Angel of the Loyd that 


_ "eame wp from Gilgal to Bochim, to mind the Iſrael of God of their For- 
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their breach of ovvenant in making a league wich thoſe Concanites 
whom the Lord had curſed. he wrought ſo effeQually upon 
their hearts, as that they wept abw#ndantly, Certainly London (hall 
know that they bave bad « Prophet amongft them: and they (hall one day 
weep for their confederacy with wicked men ff the grace of God 
doth not now provoke their teares, the wrath of God will hereafter, 
The ſecond obje& which we are to ſtrive againſt, xre our own ſafte, 
ſtriving againſt ſen, ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb. 12.4. Some who willingly 
veile their eyes, doe make ſome queſtion whom they ſhall efteerne as 
enemies in theſe miſchievous broyls invading the bowels of the king- 


dome. I am fare this is without all queſtion, rhat Fin is Our enemy, | 


breaking our peace both with God & Man,and kiling us as well with 
kiſſes as with blower, God hath noenemy but this, or ſuch whom thiy 
doth make to be his enemies. Now ſpend all your Arrowes,is longs 
as trong,as you can upon this enemy : here ſtrive and ſpare nor. If 
you ſpare any one, that one may undoe your foules as ſoon as a thous 
ſand. Thereis more evill in one finne then there is worth in all the 
good you doeor can doz; yea more then the ver.u2 of the whole cre- 
ation is able toexpiate. One Achanis enough co diſturb the peace of 
all I 221, and never let England think to have a firm peace, if Englands 
fins remain unreformed. Now ſtrive as much againſt your Acharts as 
your eAbſolems, your D lilabs ay your Thamars, your Rimmwn as 


your Mammm:, your D vids as your G iiiabs, | mean your covert as 


your open fins, your loved as your loathed luſts ; your heart aborti- 
nations as your lite-ſcandals, your babz-iniquities as your Giant pro» 
vocations. May I ſay to you as thit Prophet co the King of Iſrael, 

If thaw let any eſcape (any that is liked by thee) thy life ſhall goe for bis 

life z but if as the Syrian Sword did the King of 1/-ael,you would fingle 

out ſome King-lufts,let me bring forth to juſtice theſe two onely. 

I. Sccive agaiaft bat evil bears of wnbeliefe, which is in ſome des 
gree in the beſt of us, Thereis no finne damnes but unbeliefe is in the 
company of it. When the Iſraelites were upon the borders of the 
boly land,their w#beliefe did ſend them back to wander fourry yeares in the 
wilderneſſe , till all their carcaſes were waſted init. We lately thought 
our ſelves even extring into oxr reſt, into the poſſeſſion of thoſe glori- 
ous iſeswhich we have loog waited for : but now we are in a 
wilderneſs, we know not what to dee, we know not what to ſay , we 


know not what to think, and our great provocation! is our unde- | 


2 Kings 11.24 
I Kings 22-3T 


Heb. 3. 124 


Nawmb.14- 33 
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24 So eA Treaty for Peace : or, 


em 17-200 Tf we bad faith @ a grain of muſtard-ſeed, we ſhould remove mountains, 
L we ſhould caſt ou! Devils. Every-laſt is a mountain that ſtandsup a- 

gainſt the work of Reformation. And all unbeliefe is thatdumb and 

deafc Devil that caſts us ſo often into fire and water : now ſome moun» | 
tains,lome Devils,aretoo hard for Ordinances for Apoſtles themſelves 
if they were alive, onely Faith calls forth the fulneſſe of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt to overcome them. | 

In 1/aiab 41. 14 and 1s. verſes, the Lord ſets a worm on work to 
threſh the mountains. Alas, what proportion is there becween a ſmall 
worm, and a huge mowntain ? Burt fearenor, I am with thee, ( (laith the 
Lord.) Here is a word fo: faith to liveupon, and co call out an Oar- 
nipotent armtoits aid, whereas our unbeliefe doth not onely wea« 
ken us, but even Omnipotency ic ſelfe, as the Lord Chriſt ſaich , Hee 
lark 6-5 Cconld doeno great thing in Naz, weth, becauſe of their unbeliefe. 

Beloved, you are earneſt now for a Treaty of Peace, and your ſeven- 
yeares waſting troubles do more then provoke you, but ſee that your 
faith doe call in God and bis Chriſt unto the Treaty. See that your peace 
hath a word of faitb to bottom upon,otherwile every ſtorm will ſhake, 
if not overturne the ſandy foundation of it. AD fleſh 4 groſſe, and all 
the goodlineſſe thereof # «s the flower of the field, —— The -groſſe wither- 
eth, the flower fadetb, but tbe word of our God ſball and for ever. There is 
more in one word of God to eftabliſh a laſting peace for us, then in 
5 all che counſels of periſhing creatures, who look belide it. 

nb,14- 24. Had wee Caleb: ſpirit to follow God fully in the guidance and afſarance 
of his Word, what a great meaſure of fel-deniall and Chriftian con- 
deſcention might we obtaine to work cowards a religious and a firme 
peace. Whatſvever therefore you ſtrive agaiult,ſtrive eſpecially againſt 
the unbeliefe of your own hearte. 

2, Secondly , Againſt your pride, this is a proclaimed rebell againſt 

Heaven ; God will haye no peace with it. And Jutle hope of a ſtable 

peace with men, if our pride ſtands up to wage warre with God. | 
39% In the fourth of Daniel wee reade of a tree whoſe beight reached weto 
m Heaven, and an Angel ſent from Heaven to cut it down, bur the ſlamp 
» _ of it muſt remaine. This tree wee finde to be the pride of the Babyle- 
nian Monarch,who gloried in the vanity of his Spiric. 1s not this great 
Babel? And, who is that God, that can deliver out of my bands ? Such 0- 
3-15" yergrown trees there are too many in England. And God hath fetit 
the Angel both of his word and rod, to cut them downe, yet ſom there 
are who ſtand up till againſt both. And choſe in whom this wes in 
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artdowne, have the ſinmp yet remaiaing ; There is ſome ſtrength of 
this corruption in the beſt, Though our eſtates be broken,yet our Spi- 
rits are unbroken : Though the Kingdome be rent in pieces , yet our 
hearts are not; though our condition be low , yet our carriage is as 
high as ever. And as in that great Tree in Nebuchadnezzars Vifion, 
The beafts of the field did dwell wnder the ſhadow of it , and the birds of tbe 
ayre did lodge in the branches of it 4 even fo there are many other lufts 
and corruptions, which come under the ſhadow and ſpreading bran- 
ches of this luſt of Prige: as coverouſneſſe and ambition,on the one fide, 
and paſſion and diſcontent ment on the other. 

He that ſerves theſe lufts, will noe ſpare any thing that may ſerve 
them, neither with Hamn, the bloud of an whole Nation, nor with 
Abſetom, the bloud of neer« | relations, nor with Herodias, the bloud 
of moſt enninent Miniſters, nor conſcience, nor religion, nor Chriſt, 
nor God, nor any thing chat will ſuire his acfigne. 

When Donatus was croft in the Bithoprick of Carthage, he turned 
heretique, and fired the whole Empire with his faQion. I feare leaft 
ambition and diſcontent have made many Malignants in theſe dayes. 
Shall I fay as he, Fight not againſt ſmall nor great. No, tight againſt all 
your lufts : Buc above all, againſt chis King luſt , chis pride of your 
hearts, and againſt all thole corapriors that ftrengthen therriſelves by 
fe. O that I could in this prevaile wich Londmn this day, fortior oft qui 
fe quam qui fn tiſims vincit mania , He %s ſtronger that ruleth bis ſpirit, 
then be tbat winneth 2 Citie. Could you overcome theſe lufts of yours, 
you rey not onely winne a Citie,but preſerve and crowne your own. 

My brethren take heed,how you ſerve cheir ends who-do ſerve theic 
ownluſts : How (hould chey govern you that catinde govern their 
own pathons ? Fleſhly corruption will ever lay before ws ſpecious 
pretences, in all choſe wayes into which our pride or paſſion-doth 
prothpt us ; but grace will ever have a Jealoimeye over them. I ne- 
ver ſuffered my paſſion to work, bur Tuffered by it, and fo undowbt- 
edly ſhall all they which give way unto it. 

I will only bring hichec chat palſage of our Siviour in Luke 17.41d 
the beginning of the chapter , where hee (hewes the danger of thoſe 
that give offencez,and the duty of thoſe that ſuffer offences. 

Firſt, for chole that give offences. (And marke your danger you 
that doe it) /t were better for bim ((aich Chriſt) that a Hilſtone were 
banged about his neche, and be c3ſt inte the Sea, then that be ſbowld offend 


ove of theſe litile arts. 
as... PP: E Secondly, 


Dan. 4+ I2, 


1 King.22.31, 


Prov.15. 32. 
Colcheſter was 
then befieged.. .- 


Match.18. 21,, 


eo Treaty for Pexe : or, 


S-condly, for thoſe that ſuffer offences, your duty is to forgive g 
and Chriſt well knowing how hard this duty is to corrupt nature, 
how apt weareto make Peter; queſtion, H ws oft ſhall we forgive? pre 
oceupates ths objcRion, a1d teils us, that :it every day-our brother 
ſbuuld ff:nd us, and feven times in every day, and ſhould as often 
declare himſelie co be forry for his offence, it is our duty to forgive. 
H:1eupon the Apoſtles ſtartle, and cry out, O Lord increaſe ow F :ith, 
who hath faith ſtrong enough co cloſe with ſuch a duty as this? Qur 
faich can hardly work us to forgive our brother if be offends us buy 
once zur if every day, andif ſeven times in every day hee duth of» 
fend, where's the faith that ean maſter paſſion ſo often co forgive? 

Now ma: kK what Chriſt anſwere, If ye bad faith as a grain of Mr 
ſtzrdſeed, ye might ſuy unto 1bis Sycamine tree , Be thou plucked wp by the 
roots, and be tbou plantid in the Sea,and it ſbould obey you. Theugh Chriſt 
mighc point to a Sycamine tree there preſent, yet doubtlefle, thas 
which he did chicfl; aim at, was this root of birterneſſe,that corruption 
which is naturally in every one of our hearts,indiſpofſing us to recon= 
ciliaticn; whereby che wok is as hard to forgive offences, as to root 
up ſpreading trees. Now if a grain of Muſtard: ſeed will ſtock up this 
bicter root,& chrow it into the Sea of forgetfulneile, where ic may.ne- 
ver grow nor appeare more ; Oh where is Londens faith then | where 
bs this grain of muſtard-ſeced to bee found ? If ever the publick good 
did provoke us to cxerciſe faith in this duty of forgiveneſſe,cowgeven 
now it doth. 

If the glory of one man begreat in paſſing by offences, how emi- 
nent and exemplary will the glory ot a City be ? 

In ſhore, deare Friends, keep your eyer,. your ends, your aymes 
hcaven- ward, Chrift-ward, God-ward ; ms whatſoever is againſt 
Heaven, againſt Chrift, or againft Goc,be you againſt it : And what- 
foever is for Heaven, for Chrift, for God, be you for it. And if wee 
wolke according 10 this Rule, peace ſball be upon ms , and wpon the Tjrael of 
God. 


And JB. _ 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
FOHN, Lov ROBERTS, 
Baronof Txukro, 

| All increaſe of laſting Honour and Felicity. 


Right Honorable, 
rp == Hy baſly untye(} Birth, being forced ont of 
A, || doores by the importunity of d4:yers godly 
| CMiniſters and Friends, hegges 4 eduvering 
i from your Honours Name, whoſe merits 
are ſo well known unto the world in thoſe 
PEE publick imployments to which you bave bren 
ingaged, as, if I ſhould attempt to adae any luſtre, 1 ſhould but 
light 8 Candle tothe Sunne,and ſhadow that beauty which an 


Maſter 


abler penſill hath lately drawn. I had not adyentared upon the 
Acumen of your wiſdome ang parts, for patronage of this in- 

rm labour, bad not your accuſtomed candor prompted me with 
4 favourable excuſe of this honeſt ambitzon, partly from that 
wel-known love your Honour bears to learning & piety, party 
from the cd|taut experience of your abundant faJours, of which 
I defire in this ſmal monument to perpetuate the acknowledge- 
ments, and partly from the ſubjet of the firſt enſuing diſcourſe, 
which may be not anſuitable toyour affe1on of a cotemplative 


retiredaes 4nd s content ive ſweernes in your [elf-injoyments : 


W—— ens --<— -- — — - 


Bolton in |} 
Epiſt. Dedj 
to his Ar- 
1 a'gn ment 
Errow. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

your Honour not aſpiring great things for your ſelfe in Ja- 
cobs day of ſmail things, mit nobly diſdzining to make your 
Morſels fat out of thepublick wants, although your loſſes may 
be as great as ſome others. 

Heroick Str, I truft neither of theſe Sermons will be ay. 
ſewoury to your goodneſſe , though both uyworthy your lear- 
ang. 

| T be firſt Sermon preſents you the felicity of an bumble 
content andpeaceable retiredneſſe, 8 Drſcourſe not unſeaſona- 
ble in times ſo full of trouble and uncertaintie as ours are, 

The ſecond diſcovers the /awfull ends, and unkind prov. 
cations of a Minifters removall,yeelding both an Apolozie for 
the Miniſter,and an A'arm tothe people whatſoever cbey are, 
Hope,which is the Mother of Boldneſſe, and Miſtreſſe of En. 
deaveur bath brought them untoyour bands,to do ſome ſervice 
to the ( burch of God. and toyour Honour, wherein if they ſhad 
be ſo bappy, it will bath Comfort and Crowne him whos 
ſervant to both | 


In all Goſpel duties 
Inticely obliged, 


Joan FATHERS: 
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THE 
CONTENT OF A WAY- 
FARING MAN: 

OR, 


Feremies (ottage in the Wilderneſſe, 


JEREM. 9. 2. 


O that I bad in the Wilderneſſe a lodging place of way- 
faring men, that I mgit leave my people and goe from 


them, 
Or thus, 


Ob that I bad the Cottage of a Wayfaring man in the Wilderneſſ., 


=o E have here Jeremies Content, and Jeremies 
Account : His Content was moderate, He 
aſpired no great things for himſelfe, nog 
Biſhops Lands, nor Deanes Houſes, A 
Cottage was his Content, and his Contens 
was (utable to his Condition, 

His Condition was a Wayfaring-man,and 
the Cottage of a Wayfaring man was his Noe leguit 
Content, onely a hole to hide his head in 4: 4&ver/or 
a ftorm, and to afford him a nights lodging in bis #2y: And that in 94 Tame 
no ſtately Citie, where perhaps a ſmall Cottage may be of more value op 
then a large Farw in the Countrey. verſorize oh 
ſet 


medum videbimas ubi per ſylvas longum oft & moleſtum iter, twguria quedam compony 
eric rk pero xc 
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The Content of 4 Wayfartng-man : or, 

But the Cottage of a wayfaring-man in the wilderneſe. And Wilders 
neſſe, whether you take it literal, for a place ſmaly inhabited; us that 
wildernefſe wherein the Prieſts had 6 Cities; or fora place nt at all 
inhabited, as that to which Feremizs wild Aﬀe was uſed ; or figura- 


tively for a rule and untaught people, as Wildernefſe doth ofcen lignifie 


in holy Scriptures. Eicher way it ſuits very well with Feremias Con- 
tent, whodeſiced troenjoy himlelte in a peaceable retirednefſe, which 
he cou'd not in a mmulaous Cicie ; and probably as be had bet- 
ter hopes of the' ſafety of his perſon amongſt wilde beaſts, then wic- 
ked men : ſo of the ſuccefſe of his Miniſtery amongſt a rude and igno- 
rant people in the wildern:ſſe, then amongſt thoſe whoſe knowledge 
did puffe them up in Jeraſa/em. For ſo we find Feremics Account, why 
he deſired tbe Cottage of a wayfaring-man in the wilderneſſe ,' That I 
might leave my people, and goe from them. 

My people : His they were chough they were ſo bad. Jeremy you will 
yeeld,was an able, painfull, fairhfull, comagious Minitter, who fea- 
red not the frownes of Kings nor Princes, Fetcers nor Dangeon, for 
the faithtul! diſcharge of his Miniſtery ; and yet ſogood as he watghe 
was unhappily matchc with a bad people, and fo bad they were, as 
that he did defire to leave them, and yet not leave them without leave 
from God, or love to them. 

Not witheut leave from God ; for theſe words we maſt not con- 
ceiveto fa!l at randum from Jeremy, as if he were hurried away from 
bis people by paſlion, or diſconteat, but as he ſayes, Chap. 1 5, v. 20. 
Unto thee, O Lord, bave I revealed my cauſe. And Chap. 20. 13. Vnto 
zbee,O Lord, bave I opencd my cauſe. He ſeeks to God for a place of- re- 
move, and would remove as the Iſraelites in the wildernelle & Gods 
command. 


Nor without love tothem ; for though he did leave them, yet hee | 


would not leave to pray for them ,$& co pray in tearet,and teares in #- 
bundance; and that abundancenot ſufhicient tocontent his love, bat 
that he wiſhes for more. O that my bead werg full of waters, and mine 
eyes 8 fountain of teares, that I might weep dry and night for the captivity 
of the dawgh1er of my people, werle 1. of this Chapter. For {d you wut 
Joyn thac verſe to this,and you have then and chere a double account 
of Feremies option for a Cottage in the wilderneſſe. 

ing his preaching conld doe no good in Ferwſaler, he way 0efi- 
rOus to - 4 wg to prayer, and to pray in teates, as Jeremy 
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Jeremy's (ottage.in the wilderniſſe. 33- 
Foreſeeing their Captivity, he was univilling to ſee it, and there- 2. 
fore defired to enjoy himſelf in a peactable retirednefſe, rather then to 
live in Jeruſalem with fire over his head. O that Thad the Cottageof a 
Wayfaring man in the wilderneſſe, that I might leave my people and go from 
them. 
I have now given you the Analyfis of the Text, and you ſee thereis 
much in it, and I havelictle time, I ſhall endeavour as well as I can, to 
contra& much into little, and ſhall confine my ſelfe to the two gene- 
rall heads of the Text : Feremiahs Content,and Feremiabs Account, 
- From the firſt, I obſerve ; How moderate gracious deftres ſhould be in 
| theſe earthly things. 
rom the ſecond; How good Miniſters may upon warrantable grounds 
defire to remove from an unkind people. 
And firſt, I (hall apply my ſelfe co the firſt, Feremies Content : O 
that T bad the Cottage of a wayfaring- man in the wilderneſſe, that I might 
leave my peopht,end goe from them. 
Gracious deffires ſhould be moderate in theſe earthly things, T doe not 1. General 
| ſay , The defires of grace ſhould be moderate. For that is our great Do(7rine, 
| corruption,that in thoſe things wherein unſatiablenefſe of ein is 
onely lawfull, our affe&ions are too remiſſe; as in ſpiricuall and hea- 
venly things ; and too intenſe in thoſe things wherein unſatiablenefſe 
of defire is moſt unlawfull : as in temporary and earthly things. And 
therefore I ſay,If our defires are gracious, they are and ſhould be mo- 
derate in earthly things. 
Will you pleaſe to look upon your example inthe Text , Feremiab 
was one of noble birth, of great parts, of eminent gifts,of admirable © 
courage, of unparalleld fidelity in his Miniftery : and yet neither his 
birth, nor place,nor parts nor gifts, did make him ambitious : A cot» 
| tage did content him who mighe deſerve a palace. 
Will yoo take another inſtance to this ? It isthat of Agr, Give me Prov.30, 8. .. 
| not riches leſt I be too full; but feed me with food convenient for me. Groe me' ww 
' not riches. ; 
uis niſt ments inops } * You will ſcarce think him a reaſonable 
man that ſhould defice riches not to be given unto him?  'Bar' ſtay a 
while, and heare his reaſon : Left I bee tos full, He would not have his 
food tobecome his difeafe. You well know the dinger of ſurfeics,you 
kriow fegbar fetle ic nor whileſt the ſect morſell is gofng down 3 but 
het res man knife unto bis throat, .and moderates bis 
+ tites, Feed me with food od doch defer Jo 


comveniens for me, 1.V iu 
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The Content of a Wayfaring-man © or, 


So much of theſe cutward things as may afford him a livelihood. 

2. Dimenſum, Food convenient , a portion ſutable and competent to 

bis place and calling. This is [lawtull,and this is moderate. 

To theſe two inftances will you pleaſe to take one Rule from him 
th.6. I1. | that is our Kale. He that blefleth our prayers, taught us to pray for 
I, our daily bread. 1, For Bread, Panem indigentie, ſo much as may 
ſupply our wants in our way : A Jacobs icrip to vitiuall us over 
2. Jordan. 2. Our daily Bread , fine ſolicitudine , without anxious 
chought for to morrow : for to morrow | (aith the ſame divine Q- 
racle | will care for it ſelfe: Sufficient unto the day #4 the evill thereof. 
Nor did our blefſed Lord and Saviour ſer this Boundary untoothers, 
which he kept not himſelf: For he who had the fulneſſe of Heaven 
and earth for his foot- ſftool,was yer content with his daily Admini- 
ſtrations, Y :u-have now the proofe of the DoRrine : That gra- 
ciow 4, ſires are and ſhould be moderate. T might give you many Rea» 
ſons fur turther confiration of it ; but time confines me to thoſe on- 
ly which offer themſelves in the Texc, 
The firſt # ths : 

That our Content ſhould be ſuitable to our Condition. Wayfarings 
men wee are by our Mortall Condition , and our Spirituall Content 
ſhould be the Cortage of a wayfaring-man, onely that which may ſuf- 
fice us in our way. | 

The life of Man is notunficly compared to a w4y wherein perſons 
of divers conditions travell, and this is the brood of Travellers, we 
all meet in this one condition to be wayfaring-men. There are ma- 
ny conditions of the wayfaring- man which ſuic with ours, ſhould 1 
travell them all, 1 ſhould ſcarce part with the wayfaring-mn, before 
this trave!l were ended: I will onely reftrain wy felfe uuco two. 
I. What wearein reſpe&@ of our mortall Condition ? Wayſaring-men. 
2. What we ought co be in reſpe& of our ſpiritzall defires, Contene 
with our cottage in this wilderneffe of fin. 

This World is a through- fare either to Heaven or to Hell, and 
whether _ goeth to his place, or Peter to bis, we all are as a ſhip 
under faile, paſſing ſwiftly co our haven, and every moment of time 
4 doth haſten us toour laft bome. 

2 The cravailes of men indeed are to divers ends: Some to be 
w others to be rich ; ſome for knowl 


great, 


3 others for wealth, { tew for 


grace, ] And whileſt for the increaſe of theſe, wee defire encreaſe of 
yeares, 'whagdoe wee defirs, but that [ which unto the carnall man is _ 
Ros ett a RE s * rw 2 "> he. ol « ot 5 
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Jeremy's Cottage in the wilderneſſe. 
ſo emdefired ] our haſtning to our journeys end : the way in which 
wee all mee', cbe way of all fleſh, 
Ie is not withoue a myttery, and this of our condition, that the 
worlds firſt ert.rrainment of oar Saviour was in an Ine, and his Mo- Lake 2+ 9. 
ther fell in travel with him,whileſt (hee was in travel. How much doe 
they miſtake cheir condition, that take their Ione for theic home, 
and make their way their reft. 
I cannox blame worldlings to build them tabernacles bere,and to wiſh 
they might ever dwell in chemybeing with Pharaobs Baker loath to go 
out of their earthly priſons, becauſe they feare a worſe condicion oug 
of them. But you my Beloved, that have good hopes of Heaven, ac- 
count your (elves ſtraxgers and pilgrimer here, and le: your affe @ions, 
your converſations be in Heaven , whileft yet your commoration is in 
your removing tabernacles. 
Should a wayf 2ring man be ſo taken up with the delights and prc- 
fi:s of a forreigne Countrey, as to d.{like the Lawes and Government 
of his own, and 1 to dif] ke it, as to take up armes againſt it : What 
doth he but make his travaile his exile, & may perhaps come ſhort of 
a pardon , when he defires to returne home againe. Heaven is the 
Countrey, from whence our immorrtall foales did all fer for:h, Every 
finne is a warre againſt ir, which if in diſdaine of our home wee doe 
maintaine , wee are not travailers, ba: traytors and fugitives, and 
may be to ſeek of mercy, when our cravaile is ended. ; 
My Bretbren, minde your Condition, that's the firſt. 
Secondly, Let your content be ſuitable to your condicion, 2 
When the Iſraelites travailed through the Adoabites Countrey, they per. 2. 6, 
would meddle wich nothing , but neceſſaries in their way ; and when 
they were journeying into the Land of Promiſe, they left their brick Exod. 11. 2. 
and clsy to the Ayyptians, and borrowed of them onely Jewels of gold 
and Jewel: of filver; (uch things as were portable in their way to che 
holy Land. 
Yuu that have a birth above the world, yee ſonnes and davghrers 
of the Higheſt. fowle not your fingers.wich this world. Lec the Z 
$3ans take their brick and clay unto themſelves , and borrow you © 


of this earthly Mammon ſo much as may be in your way tO +4Y 
Heaven ; or,by an holy exchange into-he treafurer, may be tran” Marth. 6. 26, | 
ſported thither before you. bl SEE C4 Luk. 16.9 
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that lived fox and eighe hundred yeares, werecon 
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© baſt provided for thy 


| perverſneſſe of our affe 


. Thie (ontent' of s Wayforing-men: Or, . 


wo theirs; uſt provide hoyles (0 great, and inheritances fo large, agif 
wee did forget that our conditions mortal, or that it is our duty, to 
ſuite our content unto our condition. Let worldlings beare with a chid- 
ing from the Poet; O curve in terras anime & caleſtium inanes : O yee 
crooked foules, bowed down unto the earth, and empty of all that is 
heavenly : why are yee ſo {eriows in trifles,and do fo trifle in that which 
is moſt ſerious, 

Fond Earchworme, give me leave to reaſon wich thee a little ; thou 

Glee a great and ſtately manfion, with ponds, 
and orchards, and vineyards, and all things that may delight and 
content thy fleſb, but what haſt chou laid up for thy precious ſoule, 
ia thoſe arxcdopudis ayuporucrals, buildings made without bands, eternal 
in the beavens. It will not belong, ere thy ftately manſion will dif- 
daine to lodge thee. Thy delicate wife, thy tender children, and chy 
deareſt friends refuſe to keepe thee, yea be glad to bury thee out of 
their light : as Abram his beloved Sarab; and then think what will be- 

thy poore and naked ſoule. Are thy comforts no ſarer then 
his which ſaid, 26 #twris ſum neſcio * Whether I am I know 
not. Haft thou taken ſo much care for a life ſo tranſitory, fer which 
a cottage might have ſufficed, and left an eternall felicicy upon a per- 
advanture? I tell thee , and be not angry with me, if I tell thee the 
truth ; the baſeſt vermin that crawleth upon the earth, is in a far bet- 
ter condition then thou art. 

O that mea heaping up earthly riches , according to the utmoſt 
meaſure of theic will and power , would yet learne to meaſure their 
will and power, according to the frailty of their mortall condition ; 
and whileft chy gaze ſo much on the golden bead of their Babylonian 
idoll, in which they glory, they could yet looke down upon the ſeat 
of clay wherewith they travell. 

When I heare my fellow-travailer tell me of the danger of theeves 
and plunderers in my way; I begin to thinke of ſecuring the money I 
have aboat me, and if were to ſet forth, I would carry no more with 
mee then is needfull in my way. I need not Interpret, Breve iter mag- 
18 viatico non inſtrnitar ſed eneratar ; Large proviſions for a ſhort jour« 
ney are not. an help bug a burthen unto ic, and if, wee cannot unloade 
our ſelves, it inns the in ility of the duty , but from the 

4 and wretched creatures that wee. are, 
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Jeremy's Cottage in the wildeyneſſe. = 


I have now don with rhe firſt reaſon, why gracions defires in theſe 
earthly things ſhould be m-derate; Becauſe our ſpiritual comrem(hould 
be ſuted to our mortal condition, 

The fecond now that offers it ſelfe in the Text is this; Becauſe the Reaſon 3 
peaceable retiredneſſe of a mean and low eſtate is much more defirea- k 
ble, then the trouble and danger of an high and great ; and for this 
I conceive, was Feremies defire to retire into a cottage in the wilderneſſe, 
that his ſoule might be free from the ftrifes and vexations that were | 
in Jeruſalem. And for this probably 7obn Baptiſt might retire to exer= 7,14, ,, 7. to 
ciſe his Miniſtry in the Wildernefſe rather then in the Citie, becauſe he the 18. 
ſaw ſo much diſquiet and ungodlineſle in it, as appeares by the ſharp 
reproofes of his Sermon to thoſe that came out of it. And Moſes 
doubclefſe ſaw ſome rich content in a peaceable retirednefle , that he 
was ſo unwilling to leave bis private enjoyment for a publick imploy- 
ment, his following his father in lawes ſheep in Xidian,to be the Lea® 
der of the people of Iſrael , although the Lord anſwered all his foure 
doubts, and took off all his excuſes in the third of Exodar. 
| David likewiſe ſaw very much in this, who was ſo willing to have 
| changed his Throne in 1ſ7ael, for a porters office in the Lords bouſe ; and py, g4. v0, 
reckoned one day there ſpent, to bz better unto him, then 4 rhowſand 
in the tents of ungodlineſſe. For his experience had taught him , chat 
| the tempter never gat ſo much advantage againſt him at bis fathere co 
ſpeepfold, as in his palace at Jeruſalem. Great eſtates and high Imploy-= Ry... 
ments, are butthe bellows ofpride and paſſion ; ifthere be not a great 
meaſure of wiſdome and grace to keep the heart down. 

Solomon likewiſe was not unacquainted with the comfort and con- x,,.1.c. 2.1 5 
| tent of a peaceable retirednefſe , who had tyred himſelfe in ſearching 
d out the vanity and vexation of high eſtates : Better (faith he ) # aſalat p,, 0 1. 
of green bearhs where peace #, then a ſtalled oxe and contention therewith, 

Surely, great eſtates carry wich them great diſquiets, and nor lefle in 
mannaging, then in getting, How much berter might a man enjoy him- 


+ felfe in a mean and low eſtate? And how much better is it for a man 
' to enjoy bimſelfe, then to enjoy an eſtate ? 
He diſcovered a rich content in bimſelfe, that boare for his divife 


| a Torteis in his (hell, wich chis Motto : Aecwm babito, I devel] with my 
felſe : and he alſo, that gave another word to it 3 Vhiewngq; fum, mews 


ſum, Whereſoever | am, I am my ſelfe. 


divine Philoſopher, tha was very ftudious 
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eſſe put at : he is happie that can fide his happinefſe wichin himſelfs, 
and Biatlike doth carry his treaſure and felicicy with him. it is a 
poore and. contemptible felicicy , which one fic of an ague, ſtone, or 
gout, can deprive us of : and this is the top-excellency of all earchiy 
comforts. 

It was an enigma no lefle elegant then acute of Herachtws,whocom- 
pared earthly-minded»-men ( coveting ſo much to be rich and great ) 
unto thoſe chat digged in filver-mines, who by all cheir hard toyle 
and care,got Parvam in magno , a lictle lilver-oare in a great deale of 
dirty drofſe : how much better is it to enjoy Magnum in parv», a great 
and rich content in a mean and low eſtate, And as Cuim-graphers, 
who contra@ the whole world into a liccle Mappe , to enjuy all in a 
little 3 which he enjoyes, who in a lice enjoyes God and himlſelfe, 
whole eſtate doth not pofſefl: him, but he his eſtate : and whileſt he is 
in the world, lives in Chriſt above ic- 

The wiſe and holy God doth not unequally diſpence his provi- 
dences; Some have bigh placet,and little comſort,great eſtates, and ſmall 
content in them : others enjoy a rich and great content in a meane eſtate, 
Some with thoſe Zfrae/zres fare daintily, and whileft the ff. ſb # in their 
teeth, there is /eanneſſe in their ſoules : Others with Daniel, doe cat their 
pulſe with quiet conſciences, and doe enjoy a richercuntent in God,and 
his Chrift, then che whole creature can afford the worldiing with» 
out them. 

It was an hot diſpute amongſt anciem: Philoſophere,whether a pri- 
vate joyment,or pvblique imployment were more defireable ? How- 
ſoever Sexeca's writings approved the publique,yer his defires lead bim 
unto the private : when being tyred with the temptations of Nero's 
Court, endeavoured it hemight co have enjoyed himſelfe in a ſolitary 
retirednefſe ; And though he placed not happinefſe in Contemplation, 
as other Philoſophers did, yet in Tranquility 2 which he rarely en- 
Joys who aſpires greatneſs,as he well {hcwed that laid down a Crown 
for the burthen of it. 

Our Eccleſiaſtical! Hiſtory reports of Albertus Magnw, that he was 
fo affe&ed with a perceable recirednefle, as that he left his Bilboprick 
of Rativbene, to give himielfe to his private ſtudies. 

I doe not nie co determine che queſtion, becauſe to a wiſe 
man, ſaith the Philoſopher both eſtates may be comfortable, much 
more comfortable to him that is graciow,, without all diſpute, good 


\ 
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the more publique is is, the more good it is ; and v.riw in nobils plae'. 
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placet quia plme claret , Vertue and grace the more eminent ic is, the 
more beautifull ic is, and beneficiall not onely in ics imploymenc, but 
by ics example : Bur, where grace and wiſdome is wanting to keep 
down luft and pride, which are the uſuall pedifſequas of high im- 
ployments and great eſtates , there that lazie and unthriſty adage is 
made good : Bene vsx3t qui bene latwit: It had been ſome kinde of good 
to ſuch a man, that he had enjoyed [eſe opportunicies of doing good, 
wherein he did evill. 1 preſume that many in theſe times doe wiſh 
with Jeremy , or the time may ſhortly come, ( how ſoone they know 
not ) that they might wifh, they had lived in ſome obſcure cotiage in 
the Wilderneffe, rather then to have been acquainted with thoſe great 
temptations, in which their high places and imployments have en- 
ſnared them. 

[t is reported of the Hedge-hogge, which in cur vulgar reproach 
is the charaQer of a covetous man, that he goes to a pile of apples 
and gathers up as many as he can upon his prickles, and when be 
comes to his hole , he goes in with his prickles, bur leaves his apples 
behinde him. How many are there that have wallowed themſelves 
in the apples of their ſweet contentment; which they have put ſued with 
many pricky and gripes of conſcience, who when they ſhall deſcend, as 
ſhortly they muſt, co their holes of darknefſe, they muſt then leave all 
the ſweet apples of their falſe delights behind: them, and can carry 
nothing with them, but the ſtings and ripes of a wour.d:d conſci- 
ence. Will you heare what they ſay chat have gon before them, 
what hath pride profited u?or what hath the pomp of riches broughs 
us? All thoſe things are paſſed away like a ſhadow, and as a poſte 
that paſſeth by but wee are conſumed in our wickedneſſe. 

Is there now, that (ayes if I were not Alexander , 1 could wiſh my 
ſelfe Diogenes, if I were Bot called coa publique place, I cou!d defire a 
private retirednefle ; farely, I could defire is hkewiſe in thy behalfe, if 
the Lord hath not given thee grace, to make thy place ſerviceable to 
him and to his Saints, 

I have now done with the DoQtrinall part of this portion of the 
Text, wo Jeremies Content , and I ſhall give you a very ſhort ap- 

tion of it. 

And firft, whicher fhall I look? Shall I look off from my felfe, or 
from any of you tocarry home the reproof of this doQrine ? Surely 

there js ſcarce a mothers ſonne in this Congrega:ion, 
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moderate deſires of theſe earthly things. 
Eſat# bands we ſee every where hunting after the prey, & quo 
modo rem, all is good fiſh with the moſt, that comes to the net: but 

Gen.33.11, Whieredoe we heare Facobs vozce ? The Lord bath bad mercy on me, and 1 

Phil.4. 11: Hbhaveenough. Or that of Paul, a Chriſtian ; I have learned in whaiſoe 

ever eſtate I am,therewith to be content. 

Ads 9.4.com- Paxl a Phariſee had never learned this leflon, before he came to 

| _ wth Chriſt, whoſe ambition hurried him to ſerve the luſts of the Coun- 

——_— cell at Jeruſalem, in making havock of the Saints at Damaſcus. But 
when the heavenly vilton had once ſtruck downe his high thoughts, 
which lay with his body on the ground before the Lord Jeſus ; then, 

Phil.3.8. and not till then,had helearned all to be lofſe unto him, and Chriſt 
onely his gain. 

Chriftians, we ſpeak much of contentment, and it is uſuall to fay, 
I thank God I am content wich what I have; but certainly , if thou art 
not brought over from the world unto Chriſt, and doeſt not en- 
joy thy ſelfe in him , thou didſt never yet know what contentment 
meaneth. 

Habak.2.9. The Prophet Habakgeuk ſeeth the worldling loading himfſelfe wich 
tbick clay, and calls unto him , Fe to him that coveteth an evill cove- 
touſneſſe. There is a covetouſneſſe which is good, to covet (as the Spi- 

x Cor.12, 31. rit direQs us) thebeſt gifts, and be you herein as covetous as your 

hearts can hold, and ſpare not. But there are other gifts which the 
Heathens call gifts of Fortune, becauſe of their inconftancy : and of 
theſe is the evill covetouſneſſe, ro covet tomake the Howſe gregt , and | 

"Habak.2, 10. ROt the beart good. The fame Prophet calls to ſuch 4nd tells them in | 
plain language, that they conſult ſhame to their own bouſe. But how is 
that, you will ſay? Wichour all queſtion , the covetous man takes 
counſell within himſelfe, with Edom, to build his Neft on high : hee 

- conſults nothing but glory to his Houſe ; but” conſulting not with 
God and his Word in his wayes,the wiſe and holy Providence turns 
his counſels into foolifhneſſe,and the glory of his Houſe into ſhame. 

Lit le do many think how ſoon and how ſad the Accounts may be 
to them and to their families , who have raiſed their houſes by the 
amdoing of their brethren. Some that have willingly emptied chem- 

{i1ves go make them fully and others that have been drained by them 

to ma*2 their morſels fat, and rheir cups to over- flv. He bath ſwat 

lowed direnvichgt, (Aaith Z phar in Job ) andbe ſbal vonnis them up a- 
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This is all I hall ay moreto this point , He onely is a poore man 
that is ever in wants, and he is ever in wants that covecs to be rich : 
and, which is farre worſe , a worſe tyrant there cannot bee then a 
mans own lufts, nor a worſe flave then he that ſerves ic. And what 
doth he that covers to be rich having a ſufficiency, but cover co ſerve 
his unſatisfied luſt 5 atleaſt as he chat weares a thin filk cloake up- 
on a thick fui'd gown , doth ſhew the wantonn:fle of his ſpirit, not 
any ufeiul! imployment he makes of ic: even ſo'when ſuperfluicy and 
not neceſſicy doth excrutiate the ſoule wich worldly cares , it argues 
the mind rull of vanicy,and che hearc full of pride. 

Bar ſecondly, 1 would cather exhort yuu, and O chat IT had argu- 
ment ſtrong enough to perſwade the worldlings reaſon, chat there 
js reaſon enough. hee (hould be perſwaded to moderation : If from 
nothing elſe, yer from the things chemſelves which he ſo much co- 
VErss 

For firſt, Riches and great eſtates, at their beſt cannot make the 
poſſefſors thereof better : nay, hemuſt be exceeding good, that is nor 
made much the worſe by them ; for hee that travelleth in his abun- 
dance, walketb wpon ſnares , and had need of much grace to keep his 
ſoule, that he be not entangled and undone by them. 

Secondly, look upon thy proſperity and glory at the higheſt, it is 
but as thy ſhadow in che Sunne, the leaft cloud over-caſts it at high 
noon zand chat which in the morning is before thee, in the evening 
is behind thee: and all is bat mane & veſper, of adayes continuance, fo 
ſoon paſſeth it away,and we are gon. 

O chattheſe realuns now,would make your reaſon to yeeld to Fe- 
remies Content : a Content ſuitable ro your moreall Condition. O that I 
bad the Cottage of a wayfaring-man in the wilderneſſe. 

Thac was the fieſt of our Text , which I have now com- 
paſſed , Jeremies $ had a deſire to have given you his Ac- 
count why he detired in the wilderneſſe, That I might leave 
my people,and go from them, But I know the limics of your time in theſe 
morning Exerciſes, and I (ball not exceed. 


Reader, bere were ſome counſels added won th d "poi ; 
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Caveat magiſratw n6 ſlipendia a piis mejoribus inſtiiuta diminu- 
at, vel diminui & interverti patiatur , Deus enim vindex borum 
omuixm , & fomem miniflrotum ſequi ſolet ſames verbi in in» 
g ata iba regione. | 

Joh: Gerhard loc. com. de Ma- 
giſtrac. polir. ſeR. 185. 


. Hebr. 13. 17. 


they watch for your ſouler, «s they that muſt give account, that they 
may do it with joy,and net with griefe,for that is unprofit able ſor you. 
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COMIGSONS: 


eAbundance of Grace, and aſſurance of Glory. 


Noble Sir, 


HIS eAcccunt of a Minifters Rame- 
t wal, berng preſſed into publicke, doth 
hand anto me this publick acknowledge- 
ment of nhat I owe unto your Family, for 
. ny firſt indufion rnto 8 Paſtoral charges 
wherein, although it pleaſed God to make 
my Cup exceeding bitter by two that bere 
the marks of Gods manifeſt diſpleaſure , theoxe killed by the 
Sword of bis (omrade in an Alebouſe ; the other ſtigmati- 
zed as Cain, fugitive from Gods Houſe,and from all Ciuill 
Societies, for eight or nine yeares together : yet it pleaſed God 
to make my comforts ſuperabundantly ſmeet in ſome ſpirituall 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſeed there,the growth whereof 1 ſaw, eſpecially in that Ordi- 
nance of Catecbifing, wherein your Fanch leſſed the Con- 
gregation with a fruitful] example, | | 
It is our bappineſſe if we may be ſerviceable to God, and to 4 
bis Church in oar generations, and then is greatneſſe buth be. * 
nourable and comfortable, when it is aFed by grace. 
The good God of heaven encourage your power and parts to 
ſhine as a light upen an Hill, to allthat are #n the valley be. 
neath you, and make you happy in the ſaving comforts of yaur 
Family, which is the —_ prayer of 


Your Worſhips and your Families 
moſt humbly devoted, 


JonHn FATHERS? 


THE 
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Jeremy departing from J2ruſalem: 
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Taz SECOND SERMON» 


f JEREMN. 9.2. 
O that Thad the Cottage vf 4 wayf ring mn in the wilderneſſe , that 
might leave my people,and gre from 1bem. 


F, have lately in another Exerciſe, and place, 


have obſerved , how moderate gracious defires 
are,how ſuitabie a mean Content is unto a mor- 
tall Condition? and how much better a low 


ning particulars) ſome of you may remember, that | preſented to you 
this genecall Obſervation : 


That good Miniſters may » wpon rParrant able grounds , defire to remove 2, General * 


from an wikind people. 
which if we doe not bring intoqueſtion, the people will for us. 


C 


lodged Jeremy in his C orrage,and in himand ir, - 


In purſuance ofthis DoQrine, we ſhall make out co Queſtions, 


F 
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k Ez How a gaod Miniſter can have a bad people, and the fault noe 
is CO | 
. +.offpyr + gant Waiter can leave his people , be they never {6 
a 
For the firſt, how a good Miniſter can have a bad people, and the 
fanlc not his, whoſe work it is co make bad people good. Surely, fay 
ſome, the fault muſt needs be the M'niſters that his people areſo bad ; 
for da Ambroſio: & habebis Theodsſiss : Lecthe Miniſter be good, and 
the people wiil be eatily wroug'1t unto good by him : But either his 
life is amiſle, or his labours too remiſle ; either he is too looſe, or too 
preciſe in his converſation ; or too profound,>r too plain in his do- 
Arine; eicher he wants bountifulnefle, or peaceableneſſe, humility 
+ _—_— : Oc pechaps the people may want themfelves in all 
theſe. 

Ideny notbut the fault may be ſomtimes the Miniſtere,z% good Minis 
ſters may have their faulcs, and his diſcomfort fare it is, that his peo» 
ple are no better,and his diſcomtortis the peoples difprofic : Obey them 
that bave tbe overſight of you, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for 
Jour ſonlr,u they that mait give account , #bat they may doe it with joy, and 
not with grief, for that is unprofitable unto you ; unprofitable uato you 
( faith the Apoſtle) that you thould make their lives grievous , who 
ſpend their lives to make yours good. - 1 

But ſay my beloved, ſhew methe fault if you caD, in Fertanjes life,op 
labour, and yet his people {o bad, as that he was not: onely weary of 
them, but of his life too, becauſe hee could make theirs no better. 
Perhaps you will ſay he was paſſionate ; It is true, he was, but ic was 
in compaſſion of the peoples good,and in zeale to Gods glory, You 
will fay he was tout and ſiffe,and it was needfull heſhould be fo : for 
the Lords charge uato him was, Let them retwrn unto; thee, but. return 
nat thouwnto them. 

The Miniſtery of the Word muſt not comply with the froward 
humours and wayes of mea ,” but their untoward wayes and humours 
muſt yeeld unto the Miniftery of the Word. Yea, buc his Miniſtery 
was of heavie things : yea,and he would not abate one ſyllable of bis 
meflage, though he ſaw che Kings wrath, the Nobles frowns, and the 
ſinking Dungeon before him. 

But whasiay ou chen to __ A man _—_— times, 
he was e, (call Prophet, and as David ſpake Ina2.26,. 
He 6 agyod man, and geth good ridings. His propheties were (for + 
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che moſt part) Goſpel ; he did myſteriouſly and ſweetly hold forth 
Jeſus Chritt , and yer if you will beleeve him, he had as little com- 
torr amongſt his people, as other Mininiſters might have amongſt 


= 


| n1tbing,Uai- 49-4. 
But what ſpeak I of the ſervant? the Lord it is, of whom this 


alſo give thee far a light of the Gentiles, and for ſalvation unto the end; of the 
earth, Which words the Apoſtle Paul in his Sermon at Antioch,bring- 
eth hume unto that admirable piece of that great myſtery ef Godline ſe, 
Chrift preached nnto the Gentiles. And now for Chriſt, the Sunne ſaw 
never any mans life more inoffenſive then his. His DoQcine was with 
authoricy , he was a Teacher ſent from God, and taught the word 
of God truly, his greateſt oppolites being his witneſſes: and yer ic is 


which himlelf by che Prophet complaineth, I have laboured in vain, 1 
ſpent my ſtrength for notbing, Of him alſo the D vine Evangeliſt te- 
; ſtifeth, cha: He c a2 unto bis own, and bi own received bim not, It is 
more then manifeſt, he gave that bleſſing co the Miniſtery of the A+ 
poſtles, which he with-held from his one: There were more con- 
verted at one Sermon of Peter, then wee can read of by Chriſt in all 
his life cime : ſuch was our Lords condeſcention to honour his Ocdi- 
nances$ in his ſervants more then in himſelfe. 

Now by two or three witnefſes truths may be eſtabliſhed ; butif for 
furcher confirmation you defire reaſons,why a good Miniſter may be 
ill matcht witha bad people, and the fault not his, may yo1 pleaſe to 
conſider theſe: 

I, Mininifters may ſay as Faceb, Are we in Gods ſtead, who hath 
with-held from us the fruit of our Miniſtery, whoſe prerogative a- 
lone it is to make the (terill heart fruirfull,and cobeget the new crea- 
rureinthe barren conſcience: the labour is our work- , the bleſſing 
is his. 

2, Oar ſpiritual Seed is not alwayes vifible,ſome may lie under the 
clods. A remnant may return, though the ge.jerality be ſtark nauzhe. 

3. What if the Lord be pleaſed to ſend his Ezekie!s to a reb:llious 
Houſe, that will not heare them. - Gods glory is never the lefſe, 
though ours be under foot. His Word doth the work for which hee 
ſends ic; and if the people know no more, yet this hey (ball know, 
that the Lord hath ſenc a Prophet among chem. He was not wan- 


- 


- . 
Re. E 4 _ 


theirs. I have labowred in vaine ( faith he ) and fpent my ſtrength for 


propheſie ſpeak, as appeares by that which followes, verſe 6. I will aa; 13.47. 


the ſuccell:(nefſe of his owne Miniſtery unto the circumciſion , of 
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ting to their good in outward meaay, if by not improving them, they- 
had not teen wanting unto their owne. 

Give me leave now co make ſome ſhort apptication of this point, 
and I have two words to fy, to People, to Miniſter. 

I; Tothe People; 211 let me beſeech you good people, donotlay 
thoſe burthens on yon Minifters ſhoulders, which belong unto your 
own. It is one of the {127;n ble ſtratagems of Hell to keep the peo- 
ple from profi:iblenef]> ucAer the Miniſtery of the Word , by miCſ- 
np uatu them the cauſes of their unprofitableneffe ; and 


| It is one of the mighty methods of Satan, to perſwade them to 
' Charge the cauſes any where,then where they ought, upon their own 


hearts. 

Yet one word more, ( good people ) beare, and I pray beare 
with your M.ciſters complainings under your unprofitablenefſe : for 
ſurely their diſcomfcrts are exceeding great, not as yu give out, for 
their want of oatward comfoits: [For without all queſtion , God 
will never Icave a godly Miniſter unprovided for. If he traghten him 
in one place, he will make room for him in another, ] But beczuſe 
Gods glory ard your ſoules are dearer unto them then their lives. 
Moſes for the glory of Gods name, was contented to have his owne 
blutted out of the book of life ; and Paul for the ſalvation of many, 
was preft in zeale to have parted wich his own. 

Nay, beloved, I will ſpeak a bold word and a true, your ſoules 
are much dearer unto your Miniſters, thea chey are unto your ſelves. 
For did you beſtow but halfe thoſe paines and cares about your own 
ſouler, which they beſtow upon yours, how good, howd much better 
would they be !- 

How pcodigall are many of the ſonnes of Adem , to barter a- 
way the pretious purchaſe of Chrifts blood for an Apple , their 
Birth-1ighe for a mefſe of potrage , their ſoules upon every flight 
cemptation, when it cofts their Miniſter many a night watches , 
many a Pain{ull ſwets,many a carefull thoughts, and heavy Epbialte, 
to recov.r the ſpoile oat of the ſtrong mans hands again. 

Tomy fellow-labourers in the Goſpe!, ſuch as doe ſee their ſeed 
and travell of cheir ſoule , whoſe lot is fallen unto them in a faire 
ground, and they have a good Congregation : Felicer niminm bona 
fi ſua norint, | would have them to bleſſe God much for this rich mer- 
cy, who have caſt their lot among a people reverently affeRted unto 
their Miniſtry. And I would pecſwadechent with all tendernefle © 


NE 
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ſpirit and cond=/cenfion to blow up every ſparke of good, which they 


fee amongſt their people, 


A word more have to my fellow- ſufferers, who are diſcomforta- 
bly maccht wich an unkinde and untraQtable people , chough their 
comfort be lefſe then others, yet their reward may not : for our re- 
ward is not according to our ſuccelſe, but according to onr labours. 
I bave labowred in vaine, I bave ſpent my ſtrength for nothing ; (ith 
Chrift, ſaitl: Eſay : But my Judgement #s with the Lard,and my work with 
the moſt High. Though Iſra:l be not gathered , yet ſha T be g/orified, 


The clou:is doe kindly ferve divine providence in dropping down 


their fatnefſe, rhough the earth be not fruicfull, and the Sanne in gi» 
ving our his ioflgences, though the clay be hardned; ſhould wee caft 
our pearles before ſwine ? Which doe not onely retuſe our pearles, 
but rend our perſons. Our pearles are noc che lefſe precious, nor our 
kindnefle the lefſe acceptable unto J:ſ\us Chriſt ; for whoſe ſake wee 
both labour and ſuffer. 

I remember a _y between Chriſt and Peter, Chriſt coming in- 
to Peters ſhip to preach , after he had don his Sermon, bad Peter to 
caſt out his net into the Sea, for a draught of fiſh, why Sir, ſaith Pe- 
fer, I have fiſhc all night, and have caught nothing ; nevertheleſſe , at 
thy command, I will let down the net. And the holy Story faith, 
He encloſed a great nwltitude of fiſber. You know what Chriſt intended 
in this, to ſhew Peter what he ſhould expe& when he (ſhould ſhortly 
be made a fiſher of men. He might fiſh all night, and all day too, and 
catch nothing,if Chriſt be not with him : nevertheleſſe, having a word 
of command from Chrift, he muſt doe his worke, .and waite upon 
Chriſt, for the word of his bleſſing, 

I have now difpatche the firſt Queſtion : How a good Miniſter may 
have a bad people, and the fault not his. The ſecond comes on, How 
a good Miniſter may lawfully leave his people, be they never {o bad : 
And here, I ſhall make out the Solution in foure particulars. 

1, I ſhall ſhew what the intereſt and propriety is between the Mini- 
ſter and his people. 

2. How farre that propriety and intereſt doth binde the Miniſter 
to ſtay with his people ? 

3+ In what caſe he may remoove : and what Feremies caſe was 


| What may be the warranable ends and grounds of removall 


£ 


Luke 5. 4; s: 


; I Oueſt, 
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Theſe ſad and troubleſome times have cccaltoned many remooves- 


of Miniſters, and their removes many d:iputes among the people, 
A word tv theſe will nor be u f{:aſonable in thele times, 

And firtt what the Intereit and propriety is between Minifter and 
People. O that T bad the cuttage of 4 wayfariig man in the Wilderneſſe, 
that 1 might leave my people. My people, (aich Jeremy. But how ſo. The 
Prophets were not aſli;ned unto peculiar charges, as the Prieſts were 
at Feruſalem, and the Levices unto their particular Cities ; and yet Je- 
remy's delegation wee (hall fiade to be chictly to the head: Cirie, as ap- 
peares by Chapter the firſt of chis _—_— and ver. 18. Where his 
Commiſſion is direRed unto the Kings of Fudab, and to the Princes 
and Prieſts that were i: Jeruſalem. In order whereunto wee ſhall reade 
Chapter 5 yer. 1. and 5. He wer up and down the ftreets of Feruſa- 
lem, to finde out one righteous and pious man. Upon this ground it is 
not improbable that he calls choſe of Feruſalem my people, to diſtinguiſh 
them from thoſe in the Wildernefſe of Fades, of Zipb, or of Maon; 
into ſome one of which he might deſire to remoove : O that T bad the 
cottage of a wayfaring man is the Wildernefſe, that I might leave my peo- 
ple. But whether wee contine Feremy's Dioces unto Jeruſalem, or en- 
large it over all 7#4e2,a propriety of relaiton he had,and every Mini- 
ſer hath in that people to whom the Lord doth ſend him. 

Miniſters and perple bave ma ull intereſts one in the other. 

St Pawl claimes as genuine an! natucall rightin his Corinthians and 
Galatians, as their father that did beget them,or their mother that did 
travaile in birch for them. Notwickſtanding it was not Paw! that did 
beget the Corinthians, but the Lord by him. Nor was it he chat did 
bring forth the new creature in the Galatians, but the Spirit by him. 
Such is our good Lords condeſcenſion unto his worthlefſe Miniſters, 
as that he duth oft times in Scripture transferre over, as it were his 
right unto bis Miniſters; by aſcribing that unto their power, which 
belongs unto his own, and allowing them to aſſume that right in his 
people, which none can tuly challenge but himſelfe ; as he ſaith to 
Moſes, Thy people which thou haſt brought out of A 2ypt ; when the 
people were neicher of Moſes confticution, nor of his bringing out of 
FXgypt, but the Lords. 

A word of uſe to this. Surely the intereſt is very great between 
Miniſter and people, and the bond very ftricke, both co enforce the 
Miniſters care, and the peoples love, nor can indeed the Miniſter be 


carelefſe, or the people unloving, if this propriety of relation be laid. 
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The more I wonder at their unrnaturall unkindnefſe, who doe not 
onely forſake, buc diſdaiffe, yea and reproach thoſe Minifters, by 
whom if ever they were b-gotten in the Lord, they mult confeſſe they 
were begotten through them. 

Bac now tt. e ſecond Queſtion is, How farre this propriety and in» 
tereſt between Miniſter and people, binds the Miniſter to ſtay with 
them ? 

I conceive, they urge it by much too farre, that would have it as 
fxt and abſolute, as between man and wife, To have and to hold, for 
richer, for poorer, for beiter, for worſe, till death us depart. 

Be the Miniſters condition or peoples carriage what it will, the 
Miniſter in their opinion can no more lawfully leave his people, then 
a man his wife. Would cheſe likewiſe allow the wife, to have no right 
in what is he:s, but what is her husbands ? I trow they would not. 
I heare the Apoſtle (ay unto his Corinthians, I have eſpouſed you un- 
to one burhand, which is Chriſt, but he doth not ſay, 1 have eſpouſed 
you unto one husband, which is my ſelfe. 

But grant the relation to be fo fixed, as between man and wife, 
yet there are ſome caſes in which man and wife may ſeparate: And 
that is nov our Third Jabour to fiade out that caſe. 

Good people that are unwilling to leave their Paftour wee cannot 
blame to queſtion, whether their Paſtour might lawfully leave them. 
Ez: Utinam, | would to God—— But this is not the caſe between Je- 
remy and his peop e- 

Leo hath a decree againſt thoſe,who doe remove from ſmall livings 
unto great : Si quis mediocritate ſedis ſue diſpettz 2dminiſirationem lei 
celebrioris ambiret,non ſ-'% m a Cathedr pell11ur aliena ſed car. bit & pro- 
pria:] need not interpret to thoſe by whom I defire to be unde: ſto0d. 
Oni ad curry pervenerint tanquim ſine cura vidturi, bonori tot m dati, 
farit ati nibil, Who as thoſe Eccletiaſticks in Barnards time purſue 
their own preferment, not the peoples welliace. 

The Councell of Chalcedim hath another Canon, not much unlike 
the former , again(t removirg frum a Covn:rey to a Citie-charge z 
The caution in both is : Si quis ambiret, if authority draws the Mini» 
ſter ; Buc Si majorum amtborit ate inductus : If authority calls the Miri» 
ſter, and ( 1 will adde too) the love of the Congregation, the caſe is 
otherwiſe : But neither of theſe caſes doth hict ours z for Jeremy was 
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to have changed his province in ferwſalem, for a cottage in + 


2 Oneft, 


2 Cor. iT, 2. 


3 Queſt, 
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That clauſe then in the eighteenth Canon of the Councell of 41- 
tioch better fits us : $5 non vitio ſuv, ſed plebis contr adifione paſtor abie« | 
l 
| 


ris z If the removall of a Miniſter, be not occafioned by any miſ- 
carriage in the Miniſter, bat provoked by the ill carriage of the peo- 
ple : And ſoit was here : © that Thad the cottage of a wayfaring- 
man in the Wilderneſſe, that I might leave my people, and goe from them, 
Doe you'aske why ? Fereny will tell you in the words below my text, 
that his people were ſo bad, he could not tell how with any comfore | 
to live longer with them. And how bad they were, 1 had rather you 
ſhould there reade, then I report unto you. 
4 Dueſt, And now I come to the fourth and maine point of the DoArine, 
to ſet forth unto you,what thoſe warrantable ends and grounds are, 
upon which a Miniſter may leave his people : And here are ewo 
_ things which wee ſhall open unto you. 


I. 1. The lawfall ends which muſt be in a Minifter. 
2, 2, The finfull proyocations that may be in a people. 
I, 1. Wee will enquire what were Jeremy's ends, for which he defired 
his remoovall into the Wildernefle ; And his ends I conceive, m.y be 
three. X 
ny 1, The ſuccefſe of his Miniſtry. - - 
2. 2. The ſafety of his perſon» 
3. 3. The tranquillitie of his conſcience. 


In reference to which, I ſhall reminde you of that threefold accep*- 
tion of this word Wilderneſſe in Scripture, which I mentioned in the 
_ of the Text. Suitable to. Feremy's threefold end of remo- 
vall, 

I- 1. Ic is taken metaphorically for a rude and untaught people, 
and Jeremy might hope for better ſuccelſe of his Miniſtry in ſuch a 
Wilderneffe then in Jeruſalem. 

2, 2. Itis taken literally, for a place not at all inhabited, and per- 
haps Jexemy might expe& more ſafety of his perſon amongſt wilde 
beaſts, then amongſt wicked men, * 

3 3- It is taken more ſtricktly for a place inhabited, but not ſully 

peopled , and Feremy's ſoule vexed with the ſinnes of Jeruſalem , he 

might defire the peace and comfort of ir , in ſome ſafe and ſolitary 
retirednelie : O that T bad the cottage of a I in the Wilder- 

eſſe, that I might leave my , and goe from t 

ye anibodia [uy againe ; avd hand you out foune few 
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The firſt lawfull end in a Miniſters remov-ll, is the hopefull ſuc- 
celſe of his Miniſtry, and for this Jeremy might defice a cottage in 
the Wildernefſe of Judea, of Zipb, ar of HMaon, expeRting better ſuc- 
ce{ſe of bis Miniſtry, in ſuch a barren place, then in Jer»ſolem, which 
was fru'tfull in wickednefle. 


Sn.fta rafticitas eelefti regno aptior, quam dotZa malitia, The poore am ſervire iſti 
and ſimple uſually give that entertainment unto the Miniſtry of the Word, ' 
which the great and worldly wiſe do not negle(t only,but deſpiſe:for world- 2250p Fo 
ly greatuefle thinks it ſelfe too great,%& flelbly wiſdome too wiſe to be Obferv. 


ordered by that which they call, he fooliſhne ſe of preaching, Therefore 


bath the Lord choſin the weak and fooliſh things of the world, to enfound 


the wiſe and mighty, And Wiſdome will tell you, that her preparations 
are for the fimple, and (hee hath reaſon for it : Becauſe there is more bope 
of a foole, then of bim that is wiſe in bis own conceit, 

When Jobn Byptiſt ſent his Diſciples to know of Chriſt, Whether be 
were the Meffi 1b,or whetber tbey ſhould look for another ; Chriſt told them 
of the Wonders which were dens by him : T be deafe beare, the blind 
receive their ſight, tbe dead are raiſed 10 life, and amongſt other wonders 
of hiz Kingdonfe, he brings in this with (it not above) the reſt ; The 
poore receive the Goſpcl; Our latter Engliſh reads it, To the poore is the 
Ge+ſpel preached. But that is no wonder ; for to poore and rich the Go-« 
ſpel is preached. Burt this is the wonder to the ſcornfull world, and 
indeed a gpeat ſecret it is of Chi iſts Kingdome, that the poore receive 
the Goſpel better then the rich. 

It was no Parad: x to him that ſaid; The Devill hath more a doe 
to winne the fimple , then the ſubtile, and the Miniſter lefſe: Becauſe 
the worldly wiſe are ſooner enraged by the Miniſtry of the Word, 
then wonne by it : For chat the Miniſtry of the Word crofles with the 
contentments of the world, and the wildume of ihe Spirit bids open 
warre agtinſt the wiſdome of the fleſh ; Whereas in the poore and ig» 
norant temptations again{t the Word being let1:, the entertainment 
of it is caller, . 

To apply a little. I wou'd by the poore and ignorant, provoke the 
rich and worldly-wile co an holy envie. Ido not ſay,buc fome mour= 
taines may be brought low, and ſcme hills plowed as well as the yal- 
lier. Our net as Peters may ſometime catch great fiſhes as well ay 
ſmall, and when great filb:s come to cur net, and break not through, 
the labour is not r an\{wered, then the labourer comforted. Buy 
where wee labour all nighy and catch nothing, ſurely neither 
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Uſe 2. The labour of our Miniſtry is greater to lay the fowndation, then to 
make ſwperſtrafiures ; But if the iabour prove efteRuall, the comfory 
is exceeding : for this wee need not travaile the Deferts of Americs. 
There are too many Wilderneſs within the borders of our Iſrael. 
Congregations which with Zebulon and Nepthali yet fit in darkneſſe, 
and in the ſhadow ofdeath. Should my Brethren enforce them(clyes 
with Pau!, to preach the Goſpel where Chriſt is not named, they i » 
might poſſibly wich Pavel finde better entertainment amongſt the Bar- 
barians at Malta, then profelytes at Jeryſalem. | meane amongſt thoſe 
that are humbly jgnorant, ſooner then thoſe that are conceitedly 
knowing. And this is now the firſt end of Feremy's delire of removall, 
the hopefull ſucceſs of his Miniſtry in the Wildernefſe; O that Thad 
the cottage of a Wayfaring- man in the Wilderneſſe, +bat 1 might leave my { 
people, and goe from them, 

2 End. The ſecond end of Jeremy's defired removalf, was the ſafety of his } 
perſon: and here wee take ilderneſſe for a Deſert of wilde beafts,and | 
as Jeremy might hope for more comfort of his Miniſtry amongſt a 
1ude and untaughe people ; ſo more ſafety of his perſon, among wilde 
and ſavage beaſte. You will take it as a very hard ſaying, but it is » 
more hard and heavy that it ſbould be true, yet coo true it ts, that - , 

Obſerv.®* T be ſervants of God bawe found more ſecurity amongſi wilde beaſts, then 

amongit wicked men. 

| Gen. 3, 15,  Thatdecree in Paradiſe of enmity between the Womans and the 

Serpents ſeede,is both literally and myſtically true. The naturall ſeede 

is not ſo envious to man, but the ſupernaturall is much more envious 

, to the Chriſtian man. The Woman in the twelfth of the Revelation 

fled for her ſecurity into the Wildernefſe, and her blefled mans childe 

"4 the Lord Chriſt was ſafe in the Wildernefſe , who ſuffercd in Feru- 

Dan. 5. 22. Jalem. Daniel found more mercy from the Lyons, then from the Ba- 

bylonians, And the Ravens which of all birds are moſt envious to | 
man, were more pirtifull to the Prophet chen man was. Euſebius re- 

ports of certain Chriſtians of Tyre in Ph@nicia, whoſe bodies were ex- * 

poled unto wilde beaſtr, and whileſt the beaſts by an inſtinR of reve- 

rence abſtained from them, they did not yer eicape the c:uelties of 

£ men, more rabid then the beaits. 

Uſe 1. My Brethren, Let us all take chis home, and wonder what wee are 
by nature. The kingdome of Jeſus Chritt in the 111. of Iſa. is fer forth 
by wilde beaſts changed from the rabidnefſe of their naturez, ar:d the 
kingdomes of men in the 7.0f Danis/ by wilde beafts that doe concinue 
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and exerciſe their native fierceneſſe : the kingdomes of men will prove 
litcle berter chen the Kingdomes of bealts, where the kingdome of 
Chriſt is oppoſed, Homo bomini _— : there is no beaſt more ſavage 
by nature then man is,u1lefſe the Kingdome of Chriſt doth either re- 
generate or reſtrain him. | 

Thee is much in that,& I defice it may be noted, the holy Scripe 
tures do often tutor the reaſonable man by unreaſonable beaſtr;becauſe 
man being in hoaor little lower then the Angels , by his fall became 
wo: ſe than beaſts : Beaſts yeelding that obedience ro God, and ſervice 
to man,which men deny boch co God and man. Baſil of Selewcia not 
improperly obſerves,that the beaſts befure the flood were more tra- 
Qable to the command of God, and to the miniftery of Noab, then 
the mn, of the old world were: for they entred inco the Ark and were 
ſaved, the other refuſed,and periſhed. 

Ler us think howdreadfull the day will be , when not onely the 
men of Nineveb, a Wilderneſſe of untaught people, but the Lions of Ba- 
bylon, a Wilderneſſe of ſavage Beaſts, ſhall riſe up in judgement againſt 
the men of this generation, and condemne them ; whodoe moſt cru» 
elly bice and devour one the other, whileſt the beaſts of the field are at 
peace with us. 

This is now the ſecond end of Jeremy's defire of removall, the ſafe- 
ty of his perſon, which he would rarher venture in the wildernefle, 
then in Jeruſalem. O that I bad the Cottage of a W ayf aring-man in-the 
Wilderneſſe, 1bat I might leave my people, and goe from them. 

The third end of Feremy's delired removall, was the tranquillity 
of hisconſcience , being grieved with the abominations that were in 
Fernſalem, he defired to retire into the wildernefſe. Him much better 
1s an barmleſſe and bomely retiredneſſe, then the merry- ma ineſſe of ungodly 
Sccietier ? An Hermices life then a Ruffians? To b: alwayes without 
company, then not to keep good? To dwell in the wilderneſf?, then 
in the tencs of wickednefſe ? You know whoſe complaint it is , Woe 
is me that I am conſtrained to dwei/ in Mcſbekh, and to inbabit the tents 
of Kedar, my ſoule batb tos long dwelt with them that are enemics to peace. 
And yet I heare him ſay elſewhere, The lines are falen unto me in plea- 
ſant places, and I bave a goodly berit ge. Bonaterra, mala gens. In re- 
gard of the place, ſoir may be; but in regard of the people, woe is 


me. 
That oy reſolution of good old Facob in Gen. 49. and the fixth, is 
that which I ſhall apply for caution againft evill Societies , Into their 
4 ſeeres 
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feeret let mot my ſonle come, my glory be not thou joyned with their Aſſembly. 
Oc that prayer of David, Plalm 1 41. verſ, 4. Lord kt not my ſoule eat of 
their delicates. L3ts eye was great upon the fat and pleaſant vallies of 
Sodom, but his righteous ſoule was vexed with the deteftable wicked- 
neſſe of the people, and becauſe he did not diſl»dge himſelf, the Lord 
did ſuddenly fire himout. Eft aliquid mali, vicinumeſſe male, it is bad 
$0 live by bad neighbours. If we feare.not an houſe infefed , we 
ſhauld dread an houſe on fire, The houſe infeR&ed is their finne, 
the houſs on fire is cheir juJgement ; and in as mach as we are parta- 
kers of their finnes, we (hall be partakers of their judgements. Jeremy, 
to avoid both, defired to retire wi h (afety into the wildernefle, 
ratherthen to live in Jeraſa/em with fire over his head: O that T bad 
the (ottage of a wayfring- man in the wild:rneſſe, that I might leave wy 
people and goe from them, 

I have now done wich the ends which might be lawfull in the Mi- 
nifter to defire his removall ; 1 come to the provocations which are 
finfull in the people to inforce his removall. And lawful! ends , 
and - provecations Joyned together, will cert sinly warrant a Mizifters 
removal, 

There are foure great provocations wherewich Jeremy doth charge 
his people. 

1+ Their intraRableneſſe to the miniſtery of the Word. 

2. Their unmercifulneſſe, in wich-holding maintenance. 
3. Their deſperate Apoſtalie. 
4- Thelr bitter perſecution, 
Now I charge none wich theſe, but ſhall ſhew how lawfull che re- 
mwovall is where theſe may be charged. 

The firſt provocation of the peopleis ; their generall inflexiblenefſe 
unto good, and intraftablenefſe under the miniftery of the Word. Of 
this out Prophet eomplains,Chap.5.v.12. That the men of Judab had 
belied the Lord their God, an4 accounted che words of his Prophers 
as wind. And Chap. $. v.9, They had rejeQzd the word of che Lord, 
and there was nounderftanding left ipthem. 

Now this i1 a very ſad provocation unto a Miniſter,which may nor 
anjuſtly occaſion his removall, as appeareth by thyt clauſe in the M?- 
nifſters commiſſion, Luke 10. v. 10,11. Into whotſcever Cirie you emer, 
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And according to the tenor of this Commiſſion, Paul and Barns- 
bx (hooke off the duſt of their feet againſt the unbelceving Jewes at 
Antioch , and told them, It was neceſſwy that the word of God at firſt 
ſhould bave been ſpoken wto you : but ſeeing you put it from you , and 
judge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life ; Lo, we turn 10 the Gentiles. 
Ads 13.v.51. and 46. And in As 22: v. 18. The Lord charged the 
DoRor of the Gentiles co make baſt , and to get him quickly ous of 
Feruſalem, upon this ground, b<caule, faith be, rbey will not receive thy 
teſtimony concerning me. And when P au! had a great defireto ſtay at 
Ferwſalew, as appeares by his reaſoning with the Lord, v.19, and 20. 
No, faich Chriſt, do not plead for thy ſtay, but haſte thee to be gone, 
for | have a purpoſeto remove thee farre bence to the Gentiles, verl. 21, 
What ſhould God doe wich fuch a people with whom his Word can 
doe no govd? If they lay to God, Depart from us gve will have no know- 
ledge of thy wayes, ic is tine for God to ſay 0 his Minifters, Depart 
from them. Ex ore ſ#0, out of their own mouth will I judge vhis peo- 
ple, becauſe they would not have the knowledge of my wayes, they 
hall not. And this is now their ficlt provacation, their untraRtable- 
nefſe to che minifſtery of the Word. 

The ſ&cond provocation in the people is, Their uamercifulnefſe in 2. Provogde | 
with-holding maintenance from their Miniſters. The Princes of Je- tion. 
ruſalem would have tarved Feremy in the Dungeon, if an Mrhyopian Jer: 38. 9. 
had not been more pitcifull unto him then any LIſraelite was. I COL. Le 

Maintenance is allowed on all !:dez, that he who waits at the eMl- y, 5, 9. 
tar, ſhould live by the Altar. And the Apoſtle makes it out by divers 
arguments drawn from Natures laws, and if men would but meaſure 
the quotum by halle char ailowance which they give co one luſt, they 
would be more reaſonab/e in judging what were a competency. 

ſc is a great provocation when people with-draw their affeRions 
from . heic Minifter*,and beſtow them on thoſe who with- draw their 
(ou'es from the trum, as thoſe Galati ms gave tlieir hearts to ſuch as 
plucked ouc their ſpiritall ger, who a little before would have 'pluc- 
ked out their corpurs!! eyes to have given Paul. But when people allo G41, ' 
wich- draw maintenarice. thebond of covenant between M inifter and TY 
people is broken. For choagh the Coven:nt be not alwayezexpreſied, 
yetit is alwayes implied ,that the people,plus nulto,ſhould bee ascare- 
fall, and as certain unto the Minifter in temporals, as the Miniſter 

uno them in ſpiritck, 1 Cor.9-y.11, 
The Civill law allowes the wife (and if ie did nor, the law of Na- 
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tuce doth) receiving not vidum,livelihood ſrum him to whom (he is a 
helpec,to ſeek alim:ntxm, ſubiiſtence elſewhere. 

The third provocation in the people is Apoftalie , and this Jeremy 
charges double On Feruſalem, buth in worthip and in praQtice: In re- 
ference tO the one, in the words below my Text, he calls them Adul- 
terers and Aduitereſſes : [n reference to the other, ax afſembly of evill do» 
ers, What adwltery 1s to the Marriage-contraQt, that is Apoſtaſie to 
the Golpel-covena:1t, and no adultery like to the adulterating of che 
truth and wo: ſhip of Gog, 

Now Apouſtalte is a grievous provocation unto the Lord himſelf to 
depart froma people. Woe wnto them when I ſhall depart from them, 
(laich the Lord.) And when is that? When they depart from his 
truth and worſhip. Aad where the Lord goer, the ſervant goes after ; 
It che Son of Pezce abide not in the Citie,zthe Emb.:ſſadors of peace muſt 
depart,and their pesce departs with them, 

In H:b.10. v. 38. the Apoſtle brings in the Lord protefting againſt 
Apoſtates , If any mn draw back , my foule ſþall b ave no pleaſure in bim. 
Draw back from what ? The former words run thus, The juſt ſball 
live by faith, and if any man dcaw back,that is,from fairh,eicher from 
the doArine of faith, or from the Iifz of faich, from Goſpel Princi- 
ples, or Goſpel Converſ2tion, my (51s {hill have no pleaſure in him : 


 Nonenttre&us m anims mes ; He (hall not ſtand right in my affeQion, 


I ſhall on no tearm-:3 approve him: yea the words are a mois, there 
much more implie41 then is exprefſed, My ſoule ſhall loath and abo- 
minate ſuch a perſon, 1 will not endure che fight of him in the Con- 
gregation. And if this be the caſe ot the Congregation, the Miniſter 
may well ſay, Lord, now ketteft thou thy ſervan; depart in peace. But this 
muſt be underſt »3d of a people turned back by a perpetwal rebeBion and 
de induſtria, With an heart bent to back: ſliding, not chrough infirmity, 
but by a deligne. 

The fourch provocation is Perſecution : And Apoftates ſoon turne 
perſecuterr, & ſolus Apoſt sta perſecutor ; they uſually become the grea- 
teſt, becauſe they arc loath co have that way to bee credited , from 
which they are revolced. _ Julian that was the moſt notorious Aps- 
ſtate, became the moſt bitter Perſeautor that ever lived in the Chriſtian 
Church. | 

There are two forts of perſecution , which the red Dragon ſtirres 
up againſt godly Miniſters, Oris & plage , Iſbmaels and Eſaw perie- 


cudon, Tongue-perlecution, and Hand-perſecution. When men do 
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mot onely give out bard ſpeeches, to reproach the Miniſter and his Do- 
Arine, but doe ſeek our all advantages to intrap his perſon. 

Now the Lacd had diſcovered unco Jeremy the treachery of his peo- 
ples hearts, though it were not come to blowes, chap, 11.v. 18. 19, 
There is more danger of the wolt in the lambs skin, then in his own, 
and where danger is eminent, it is not onely fafe , but neceſſary to a- 
void it. It the people receive not our teſtimony, Chriſt would have us 
to depart ; bur if they perſecute us, Chrift adviſes us to flye, And in 
perſonall perſecutions a'l agree with Auguſtine that it is Jawfull to re- 
move, which in genecall perſecutions chey queſtion as unlaw- 
full. 

Athanaſirs in his Apologie to the Emperour, on this ground juſti- 


' fies his departurefrom Alexandria in the perſecution of Conſtantive, 


and in the perlecution of Fez, an hundred of the Lords Prophets 
were hid by Oba4iab ina cave. 

You ſee now the provocations of the people, which may warrantize 
their Feremies to depart from them, and to wilh for retiring Gottages in 
the wilderneſſe. O that I bad the Cottage of a wayfaring-man in the wil- 
derneſſe, that I might leave my people, and goe from them, 

Two uſes onely I (hall make of this poynt: the one of. Examinati- 
@n, the other of Exhortation. 

I would defire our Engliſh Jeruſalem to examine herſelfe, whe- 
ther (he be not para)lel to Feremy's Feruſalem in all theſe provocations ; 
As, 

1. Whether there be not a generall infl-x'blenefſe under the Mi- 
niſtery of the Word : yea, how doe the Mi .iſt-rs of London propheſie 
in $ ickcloth, under a great comvcmpt 4n4 (gorn of their Miniftery. 

The GoÞpel te!s us of a Devil that was too itrong for the Apoltles 
to caſt ou: Every [uſt is a Devil, and how many ſuch Devils are there 
ia the hearts «f men, which are roo ſtrong tr Miniftere, ro0 ſtrong 
for O dinances, too ſtrong for the ApJIitles themſelves, if chey were 
alive, We may ſooner deſtroy our own lives chen fome mens luſts. 
They will cell you how many Miniſters they have our-lived,and their 
hnnes are as long lived as chemelves. 

2. What unmercifulneſſe towards their Miniſters? The Devill 
waa ſomewhat mercifull unto Chriſt, he would not have had him to 
ſtarve ; he would have had him to twrn ſtones into bread. Bat ſome 
a would have theic Miaifters to live upon tones in ftead 
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Itis ſtoried of Calvin in Geneva, becauſe he would not give the Sa- 


/ crament unto the people in ſuch a ſuperſtitious manner as they deſi- 


— 


red, the people would give him no maintenance. For the very ſame 


{ caufe would many Congregations in London either ftorm or ſtarve their 


— 


Miniſters, or bring them unts Luthers pirtance, an Herring a day; and 


' tor their aged Miniſters, they deale with them, as men doe with their 


; % 


Horſes when they are worn out , they turn theminto bare Com- 
mons. 

3- Howis London turned back as the ſtreames of Jordan by an 
horrible back-(liding? What a deſperace revolt from the ſolemne 
Covenant? What anexecrable denial! of che ſacred Scriptures ? Of 
the Faith of the Lord that bought them? How is the beaarifull child 
of Reformation (tifeled in the birth, and a monſter of ſhamefull Defor- 
mation brought forth in the room of it? O tempora! O mores | 

Time was when prayer and repentance were held up in the hands 
of faith, as precious meanes to maintain Communion with Jeſus 
Chrift, and now men pray againſt their prayers, and repent of their 
repentings ; becanſe ſome lay roo much weight on duties , others 
havelaid them wholy afide. 

Time was when London: zeale enkindled againſt every bracelet & lace 
of the Scarlet Whore, and now asif the ſpirit of London were chan» 
ged into herfpiric of fornications, we plead for a tolleration of all 
her ſorceries. That which once entred as Tron into our ſoules, but to 
heare of, now it is accounted a finne to ſpeak againk it. 

Time was when we did look on errors as the ſmoak ofthe bottom- 
lefle pit, now they are admired as new lights drope down from hea- 
ven. And he is accounted no body in their Meetings that hath nor 
ſomething of them, 

Time was when the Lords day was a delight unto us : now it is 
queſtioned whether it be the Lords ordinance or mans. 

Time was when wee law a beauty in their feet that brought 
the glad Tidings of Peace: Now Minifters are a burthen in their 
laces. 
, Time was when we fled as Doves umto th: holes of the Windowes, 
and now the wayesg of Sion complain f.->r wanr of pafſengers. 
Trme was, bat time willfaile me if 1 ſhould gue on to ſhew what 


\ fbamefull Apoſtaſies are amongf ur. 


;. How is London, how is Emglonds fit love Apoſlatized into 


Jeremy #eperting from Jeruſalem. 

May it not be ſaid of our times in England, as Bernard fpake of his 
times, wheſe words are quoted by Hugo Cardinalis in bis Poſftils on 
Fobn z Good Feſws ( faith he ) it ſeemeth the whole Univerſatie of Chrifti- 
an people have conſpired againſt thee, and theſe are chiefe perſecuwors ; even 
ſo the whole Univeriity of England ſeemes to com(pire againſt Jeſus 
Chirift, and ſome which heretotore were great profeſſors, are now be- 
come bitter perſecutors. 

1. Asfor Iſbmael: perſecution,l think never was more againſt faich- 
full Miniſters, then now is, Men bend vbeir tongwer for liet , and the 
ſcorners chaire is every where ſet up againſt Adoſer chaire ; for the 
wholeſome words they have from us, wee have bitter words from 
them. 

Lather was charged for preaching againſt the Popedome,to be tubs 
rebellionss, a Trumpet of rebellion. And wee for preaching again «s 
great a myftery of iniquity, if not the ſame, to be I iaries of all 
the troubles that have been in England, and of this ſecond warre: Hf 
any thing goe amiſſe with the people, Aron uſt be ſtoned. 

2, As for Eſaus perſecution, rough hands wee finde every where. 
And though they fall nut down right to blowes, yet there is malice 
and treachery enough in their hearcs to provoke them. New England 
they ſay, is too good a condition for theſe roundheaded Minifters, 
and therefore they reſolve, if they can get the day to cut their throats 


in O!d-England : Behola, faith God to Jeruſalem : Thou baſt ſpokgn and Jerem. 3, 5. 


done as evill things 4 thou conldeſt, It thou couldſt have ſpoken or doge 
worſe,thou wouldeſt, 

Wee need not( as Ezekiel in Jerwſalem ) digge through the wall of 
this Citie, to ſee the biccernefſe of ſome mens ſpirits, the iniquitie of 
their beel; doth ſufficiently evidence the treachery of their bearrs, They 
declare their fiane as Sod»m, and publiſh it as Abſolowin the face of all 
Iſf-ae!, and in the ſight of this Sunne. 

Too fadly hath the occalion preſented you Ferwſalems paralell in 
Lindon, and yet ſpare me one word farther; for, it would be Londons 
happinele if this day wee coul-i be brought to give Glory ro God in 
taking ſhame to our ſelves. Aid oh that Londou would take up righ- 
teous thoughts before God in judging their own condition,the King- 
dome you fee, is all in b:0u1 at ch's time, if wee would ferch bloud 
from our hearts, the Lord might be increated to ſtop the iſſues of 
bloud that are running in the Land. Londens provocations are not 


onely paralel co Jeruſalems,but as Ferwſelem juſtified her younger liſter 
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Samzria, ſo hath London her elder fiſter Jeruſalem. 

There are fix circumſtances, wherein Judabs provocation exceed- 
ed Iſraels. 

I. Becauſe they were aQed in a time of reformation. T72el finned 
under bad Kings, J#d4ab under good. 

2. 7udab fined againſt all the examples of Judgement which God 
had given them by Iſrael. 

3. Ju4ab rebelled againſt thoſe ſpeciall warnings, which God ſent 
them by his Prophets. Thowgh Iſrael play the barlot , yet let not Fudab 


4+ Jndzb made more profeſſion, then backſliding If ae! did , and 
the more wee appeare for God, the worſe wee are, it wee be not that 
indeed, which wee appeare to be. 

5+ Fudab enjoyed more and better ordinances, then Iſrael did; and 
the more means of Grace wee finne againſt, the more malice is. in our 

1nne. 

6. Judah had made a folemne Covenant unto God,in Foſias time, 
and finnes againſt Covenants, are not onely apoſtalies, but perjurics. 

| Now ſee if all theſe aggravations be not found in Londons provoca- 
t10ng, 

1. Have wee not ſuch opportunities of reformation , as the Lord 
never betruſted England with the like,and will not our pofterities even 
curle the lofſe of them, which our unnaturall divifions have ſnatch 
from us. Oar fathers had a prize put into their hands , and they re- 
garded it not. 

2. Have nog others Judgements heightned Londoxs ſecurity,l mean 
nOt Iſraels and Judah: in ages paſt, but Germanies and Irelands, Kentz, 
and Colcheſters preſent before us. When wee ſee an under-billet on fire, 
and the ſecond ſmoaking, will not the top be conſumed, if che fire be 
not quenched ? 

3. Hath London wanted warnings, or Watchwen ?. Hath not the 
Lord Convened his faithſull Watchmen out of all che parts of Eng- 
land, to warne London ? Hath not the Lo:ds vojce cryed unto the Ci- 
tie; Heare yee the Rod, and who bath appointed it F Wee doe heare the 
Word, and doe not feele it, therefore wee (hall fecle rhe rod, ard (hall 
not heare ir. 

4. Whoſe meanes, whoſe mercies have beeg like unto Loadons?Oh 
London, T am ſorry for thy great accounts : may it not be ſaid of thee, 
as of C apernawm; And thou London which bait been lifi:d wp to Heaven / 

| Certainly 
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Certainly no Citie hath been ſo high in Goſpel priviledges as thot 
haft been. The Lord grant that thy Goſpel-unkindneſſes doe not in- 
curre Capernawms curſe, no miſery ſogreat as that which ls provcked 
by the abuſe of Goſpel-mercy. Coales taken from between the Che- 
rubim?, are coales of Juniper, the fierceſt diſcoveries of Gods fiery in» 
dignation. 
5, Hath not Lendon been eminent in profeſſion above all the parts 
of the Kingdome? Yea,are not Londons revolis even now vailed uider cn 4 
profeſſion ? Is not truth almoſt baniſhed under pretence of truch? xe. 10. 24 
And Religion diſgraced under ſhew of Religion ? Thus bave I been with 11. 9, 
wounded, ſaith Chrift, in the houſe of my friends. Zech. 13+ 6, 
Turkes and Infidels finne fingly , they profelſe themſelves Chriſts 
enemies, and they are ſo, but this is, Duplex,nuwltiplex iniquitar, a com 
plicated compeund of iniquity. 1. To injure the Lord Jeſus, who I, 
ſceks our eternall welfare. 2. To doe it under ſhew of friend(hip. 2. 
3. Againſt knowledge, and againſt ſome ſenſe of love, for both theſe Zo 
muſt be in profeſſion. 
6, Did Londen, did England, did two Nations ever enter into ſuch 6. 
ſoulemne Coxenants ? as have been lately got onely. publiſhed in our 
Cities, but hung up in our Churches as inviolable records of our in- 
gagements, and as ſtanding Wirtneſles againft our revolts? And hath 
not London, hath not England ? have not the two Nations fianed, not 
onely againſt, but with their Covenants? Serving our luſtr, and not 
our God by them ? 
The Greeke word, that fignifies Oath or Covenant,is derived from xo; 4 
a word which fignifies alſo an hedge or bound ; and we have not one- includo unary 
ly broken our hedge, ourbound , buteven laid it flat to the ground, #24 /#ts 
whereby Gods wrath breaks in every whereupon us, and he is in- ** © 
forced to unſheath his ſword againe : The avenger of his Covenant. — 
And now let London lay all theſe provocations and aggravations 
together, and ſee if there be not cauſe enough, for their Jeremies to 
wih for cottages in the wildernefſe,that they might leave their people 
and goe from them? Yea, will London be entreated to fee, how many 
faichfu'l Jeremy's ave been provoked already to leave the Citie ? who 
are now retired into their cottages to pray for theſe rowhom their 
preaching could due no good? And as Solon when Athens was taken 
by Piſiſtratus hung up his Speare and Target at the Citie-gates , with 
this Proteſtation ; Ob Atbens, I bave oxded. thee both in wir and deed ; 
ray thoſe faichfull Miniſters ſay that have left you; Oh Londory 
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wee have done what wee could to warne thee of thy finner, and of 


thoſe judgements which are like to follow them. 
Shall I have leave to tell you of above fortie Churches in this Citie, 


| that are, or were lately empty, and many more from which godly, 


Ot” 9 EI 


grave, and Octhodoxe Miniſters have been forced to remove,through 
want of maintenance, or through other difcouragements ? 

I would lay before you, but one motive to quicken the bitter ſenſe 
of this ; Even the miſchievous conſequence of it. And I will give ic you 
in a Scripture inſtance. You ſhall reade in the 2 of Chronicles the 28. 
ver. 24; That in Abaz, time in Jeruſalem | which is Londons pacalel ] 
the doores of the Lords bouſe were ſbut, and Altars ſet up in every corner of 
tbe Citie ; And what followed ? Why, grofle apoſtafie in the people, 
agd ſhortly after utter deſolation of the Citie.Surely there is no Omer 
ſo fad of Loxdons haſtning miſery, as their unkinde provocations of 
the departure of their godly Miniſtry. 

I necd not tell you what followed Noabr entring into the Arke, or 
Lots departure out of Sodom, or what the Proteſtants in Queen Afa- 
ry's dayes acknowledged, that thoſe Marian-dayes were the juſt iffucs 
of their diſdaine of godly Miniſters in King Edward: dayes, but this 
rerpember, that the d«ſt of your Miniſters departure lhall rife UP ata 
teſtimony againſt you,and where Chriſts 4mbaſſadowrs of peace are for- 
ced to depart, their peace departs with them, The glory of God did 
not leng ſtay on the Citie, when once ir was departed from the San- 
Quary : If the candles are put out, the ſhops are all ſhut up; Interpree 
what that means Tſa.g. 19. If the Land be darkened, (and tis darkned 
with a witnefſe when the Sun of rizhteouſneſſe withdraws his Goſpel 
light) che people ſball ſhortly be for fuel! to the fice of Gods wrath. 

I have yet a word of Counſell to leave behinde mee , before I goe 
unto my cottage. 

And firſt unto my brother Feremy, who defires a cottage in the wil- 
derneſſe : I would defire him heedfully to write after bis Copie here, 
t ſee that he hath lawfull ends,and warrantable grounds to leave his 
people. I need not repeat Jeremy's ends , or his peoples provocations 

aine. 
Iwo things onely I have in advice from Jeremy in Jeruſalem, to Fere- 
remy in England; which I noted in the analyfis of the Tex. 

1. That he leave not his people without leave from God, 

Nor 2. Without love to them. | 


3, Not. without leave from God. Jeremy doth not let fall theſe 


words 
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words at Randum, or in paſlion, but in dolour of his ſpirit, as elſe- 
where he ayes, he commends his way unto God ; Unto thee,O Lord, 
hve I opened my eauſe. If all mens wayes are in Godsdifpole, his Mini- 
ſters are all wayes. Sometime Pax! is ordered to ſtay at Corinth,when 
he is willing to remove. Sometime to remove from Jeruſalem , when 
he is willing to ſtay, alwayes he waites upon the Lords call, to dire& 
all his wayer. 

Now omne! pofſumw eſſe Ceſares , wee cannot all be Aſſembly men. 
Some muſt be Country» men, all cannot live in the Cities; ſome maſt 
goe abroad into the Villages, All are not appointed to great places, 
ſome unto ſmall ; ſome have their pallaces, others their cottages z 
Whereſoever our lot ſhall fall, wee muſt ſee that we have a divine call 
to warrant our way, and then if wee have lictle, wee muſt be conten- 
ted ; becauſe it is our portion : If wee have more, wee muſt be more 
thankfull, becauſe ic is above our defervings. Whether wee have more 
or leſſe,we muſt be both contented ard thankfull : Becauſe is is Gods 
will. Let our lot fall unto us in a faire ground or a foule , wee muſt 
both contentedly and thankfully (ubmic our way unto Gods diſpoſe; 
onely for more peace and comfort,and for better ſucceſſe of his Mini- 
ſtry, is Jeremy: delice. O that I had the colt age of a wayfaring-man in the 
Wilderneſſe, that I might leave my people, and goe from them. 

2. As Jeremy would not leave his people without leave from God, 
ſo not without love to them, although he could receive no love from 
them ; for though he did leave them, yet he will not leave to pray for 
them, and to pray in teares, and teares in abundance, and that abun- 
dance not yet enough to exprefle his love ; but he wiſhes for morein 
the verſe before my Text; O that my bead were waters , and mine «yet a 
fountain of tearer,tbat I might weep day & night for the ſlaine of the dawgh< 
ter of my people, 

Miniſters may preach plauſibly, but with Jeremy to mourn in ſearet 
is the tryall of their fncericy, And for ſuch a people as Jeremy had is 
a eryall indeed. P.ul ſpends and is ſpent ( buth in praying and in 
preaching ) though the more he loves, the lefſe he is beloved. How of- 
ten doe wee finde /Moſer on his face for the people of 1/rael, when they 
by murmuring and mutuning did ſpic in his face. Stephen wee ſee on 
his knees for his perſecutors , pouring out his prayers and life roge- 
ther. 

C mn you arinke of the ("up that 1 ſball drink of ( faith our Saviour? ) 
We can, But can you pray alſo for thoſe that make you drink of ir? 
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This wee hardly can, yet this wee muſt, if wee will be fs Diſciples 
indeed. Wee muſt pray for thoſe chat perſecuce wr:Farber ſorgive them, 
for they know not what 1hey doe. | 

Pray ( you ſay ) But how ? Why 

1. With an intenſe retiredneff:, fetting your ſelyzs to prayer,mak- 
ing it your buineſle to pray withovt ceafing, as the Church for Peter, 
AR.12. And as Samuel for Iſrael, God forbia that I ſbould ceafe praying. 

2. With an intimate compaſſionatenefle , emptying your ſelves in 
prayer, through a quicke and aQive ſenſe of the peoples dangers. 

ly leanneſſe, my lheann:ſſe, woe 1 me. 

Theſe two intimations wee have from thofe two holy advattages 
which Jeremy aymed at in his cottage inthe wildernefle. 

The firſt was an holy reticednefſe unto prayers and teares,for ver. . 
be wiſber bu es a foxntain of teares ; and in the Text he wiſhes for ſome 
ſolirary place ro powre them out in. It is not enongh to pray,but we 
ſhou'd pray in teares,and to pray in teares, we ſhould retire our felyes 
to it as to our worke. 

Conld Ihere reach my brethren in thetr Cottages , I would be- 
ſpeake from them this holy improvement of their reciredneſſeqo pray 
for thoſe whom they have left , thoſe that are at eaſe in Sion, that 
drink their wine in bowles, and forget Joſeph in the ſtocks, It is an 
happy leaſure wherein wee are ſet on work for God, and a bleſſed fe- 
queſtration from the world,by which wee have more commerce with 
Heaven. 

2. Feremy forefeeing Jeruſalems miſery, wiſhes himſelfe in the wil- 
dernefle thac he might not ſee it ; as good old Cato, hearing of Romes 
overthrow, being blinde and uncapable to fee it,wiſhed himlſelfe deafe 
too, that he mightnot have heard it. 

The miſeries of unkinde people as they are better diſcerned,fo they 
are more picttied-by good Miniſters, then by themſelves. The Phyſi- 
tian ſees more into the danger of the patient, then the patient him- 
ſelfe doth, and when the patient deſires ſuch chings as would kill him, 
the Phyſitian ſtudies all meanes to cure him. The watchmen on the 
wal's , ſee furcher then thoſe in the Citie, and though the people doe 
reſt ſecure in their ſinnes, yet they that watch for their ſoules will nog 
ſuffer God to be at reft for them. Hofer is contending with God for 
Iſs aels ſafety, when Iſrael was dancing before their Idoll, ſenſlefle both 
of-their fiane and judgement approaching» 


My Brethren, 1 will. gnely ſay of Fereny, as Paul of Abehbeing dead) 


4 


Jeremy departing from Jeruſalem. 


yet ſpeaketh, and beſpeaketh from you, your deareſt affcQions, and 
tendereſt bowels for the people of God. 

O that my bead were waters, and mine eyes a fountaine of tearts, that 

1 might weep day and night, for the ſlaine of the dawghler of my 


ts 
Fl I might ſet my ſelfe cloſe to this worke, and might not 
ſee the calamity of my people which I doe foreſee. 
O that I bad the cottage of a wayſaring-man in the Wilderxe ſe, that 
I might leave my perple, and goe from them, 
2. My counſels now to London,T (ball diſpatchz And fourecounſels 2. 
I deſire to leave with you. And O chat the Lord God of Heaven , the 
omnipotent arme of divine grace would effe&ually ſet them bome this 
day upon every one of yoar hearts, and for Chriſt his ſake I beſeech 
you, for your ſoules ſake, for the ſafety of this famous Citie, of the 
whole Kingdome, yea of three bleeding dying Kingdomes, I beſ:ech 
you, let my counſels be acteptable unto you, if yet the Lord may be 
entreated to continue the glory of his Ordinances among you, and to 
prevent thoſe judgements which ſeeme to be threatned. 
; 1, Keep cloſe unto your holy Coveoant, wherein you have moſt 1 Connſes, 
| T folemnlyengaged your ſelves to the moſt high God, for the encou» 
ragement of pious Minifters, for the advancement of the power of 
] godlineſſe, and purity of worſhip, for the purging out of ſuperllitioo, 
if herefie, and prophaneneſle,and that yee will all endeavour to goe one 
before the other in the example of a reall reformation. 
| When our enemies were mighty, our dangers threatning; and our 
| helpes ſmall, how big were our promiſes ? our proteſtations ? our dee- 
clarations for God, and for his Ch:iſt ? But as Eliſþ parlied with his 
: ſervant concerning that good ShunamitezSbee hath been careful for ms, 2 Kings 4. 12, 
's but what bave wee done for ber ? even {9 , ſhould wee pu: theſame que» 14. 
tion to our hearts concerning God | as it is very fic wee all ſhould ] 
what accounts could our ſfou's give herein? That God hath been care- 
full for us in the day of our diſtreſſe, will be, muſt be, confeſſed. But 
what have wee done for him, of all that wee have covenanted unto 
him ? 

[t is very fad to fee how that folemne ſacred thing is of late made 
like a pitare wich divers faces to look according to every mans ha» 
mour and luſt that looks upon it. And on both fides it is uſed, or ra» 
ther abuſed as a talking horſe by choſe who under precence of love 
wato it, doe praiſe the manifeſt violation of it- 
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Chryſoſtome was wont to ſay,that it was not onely the duty but the 
charaQer of him that was, or would be godly, to be the ſame in the 
day of his health and proſperity, which he did promiſe to be in the 
day of his diftreſſe and calamity. Surely our God is the ſame tO us, 
cur finncs may change his providencer, but cur eftates cannot charge 
his love. He is to us a Covenant- keeping God, and «x{pe&s that wee 
ſhould be to him, not onely a Covenant- making, but a Covenapt- 
keeping people. 

My good friends, let us not befoole our ſelves,(for ſo wee doe ſaid 
ore of the wiſeſt among the ſonnes of men) if we think that God wilj 
accept promiſes without payments, Ecclef. 5. 4. The Preachers counſe!j 
is weighty in the 6. vcr. of the ſame Chapter, Suffer not thy month 1, 
cauſe thy fleſh to ſinne, neither ſay thou before the Angel it was an error 
1 ſbould God be angry at thy woyce ? and deſtroy the workes of th, 
band: ? 

There is no finne that wee reade of in holy Writ, againſt which di- 
vine anger hath more terribly threatned, or more ſeverely exccuted, 
then againſt the finne of Covenant-breaking, I could lay before you 
the three-yeares-waſting famine of Fudes for & auls breach of Cove- 
nant wich the Gibeonites, although but a civill Covenant, and made 
ſor many yeares before, As alſo the ruthſull deſfolations of Jeruſalem 
for Zedekiabs treachery in breaking Covenant with the King of Baby- 
lon. Burt I ſhall onely defire you to reade over and confider well that 
paſſage in Fere. 34. from the 15. ver. to the 21. Inver.the 15. the Lord 
commends the Princes, and the people, that they had entred into the 
Covenant : Tox bave done that which was right in my fight ( faith God) 
in making a Covenant with mee, in the boaſe that is called by my Name. 
Bat ver. 16. he charges them with the diſhoneſt breach of ir, But jee 
bave txrned and polluted my boly Name. See, my Brethren , Covenant- 
breaking is a polluting of that ſacred dreadfull Name, which is moſt 
ſolemnly invocated and atteſted in Covenant-making. But how had 
they broken Covenant ? Why,they proclaimed liberty for Gods peo- 
ple, and had done nothing towards it ; therefore ſayes God ver. 17. 
I will alſo proclaime a liberty for you, even a liberty to the ſword, to the peſii- 
lence, and to the famine,and Iwill make you to be removed into all the King- 
domes of the earth : and ver.20, I will even give them into the handof their 
enemies, and into the hand of them that ſeek their life, and their dead be» 
dies i be for meat uno the fowles of the Heaven, and to the beaſts of the 
earth, And that you may take ſpeciall notice who they are, that are 
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the ma: ks of this direfull wrath, the Spiric of God doth notably point 
them out unto you, er. 13. They are the men that bave tranſgreſſed my 
Ccven ant, which bave not performed the word: of the Covenant which they 
made before me, when they did cut the Calfe in twaine, and paſſed between 
the parts thereof. This was a ceremony uſed amongſt the Jewes in ma» 
ing Covenants, wherein they did tacitly imprecate the holy God, 
even ſo to cut themin pieces who did breake the Covenant, as they 
did cut the Calfe, and as they did paſſe between the divided pieces, fo 
the Lord to cauſe his fiery indignation, to paſſe between them who di- 
vided one from the other in the bond of the holy Covenant. 

And now my Brechren, it the moſt juſt God be ſoextreamly ſevere. 
in breach of Covenants between man and man, how think you will he 
make his jealouſie to ſmoake againſt choſe that break Covenant wich 
himſelfe in thoſe things which doe moſt neerly concern his worſhip, 
and the glory of his Name. | 

Methinks I could ſpend in this ſubj:& as much more time as I have 
already ſpent, and need indeed requires it, but that I muſt haſten. 
I will onely bring hither thoſe words which our Saviour in another 
ſenſe uſeth; Let bim which 4s in the ficld not turne backe to take up bis 
cloaths; ſo fay Ito him that is in the Citie if you were to looſe your 
cloaths from your backs, doe not turne backe from the holy Coye- 
nant. 

My ſecond Coualell is this z Take heed of apoſtatizing from any 
knowne experimentall cruths of Jeſus Chrift, this enters as iron into 
the ſcules of your godly Miniſters to ſee thoſe whom they have look» 
ed Upon as their ſpirituall ſe:d, and travaile of their ſyu!es, to recede 
from that forme of wholeſome words they bad received, to ſee them ſuck rhe 
blsu1of Dragons, whom they had fo cacefully nurſed up at the breaſts 
of conſolation, and to have their aff tions ſtolen away from them, and 
from Jeſus Chriſt coo, by thoſe, who never ipent a breath cowards 
their ſp'cituall birth, 

And as there cannot be a greater heart-breaking unto Miniſters, fo 
neither can Religion rec:ive a deeper wound any way then by the A- 
poſtafie of profellore, wee are an hiſſing, not onely to Gath and Aſke- 
lon, to the proud ſcoffiag world, but even to Fud:zb and Epbraim, to 
all the reformed Churches of Chriſtendome, to ſee how deeply, how 
ſuidenly L5Mdon, England, have corrupted themſelves. 

In the beginning of chis Parliament wee admired co ſee how Eng- 
land was turned Arminian, and how neere it was got of a ſudden un- 
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to Rume, wee have now more cauſe to wonder,how Rome is come into 
England, and how England is turned Libertine, Pelagian, Socinian, 
Antinomian, Antiſcriptarian, Anticrinitarian;yea it hath had ſo ma- 
ny turnings, as that turning unto Chriſt by repentance and humilia- 
tion, is now turned out of doores,und throwne afide as an old dotage 
of legall ſervitude, wee know noe whether the tyranvy of Biſhope, or 
creachery of ſeducerr, have done London, England, moſt hurt : for the 


one kept from us the pawer of godlineſſe,the other hath beguiled us even - 


of theorme of it. 

Shall I tell you (and with reverence I would ) that our apoſtaſie 
from God, hath cauſed God even to apoſtatize from us. I ſpeake in 
the ſame ſenſe, as God ſpeaks of himſelfe that be repents and 5 ſorry 
for what he hath done. God was in a very faire way to have refor- 
med England, he had caft us ir, as rich advantages, as ever any Na- 
tion or age was betrufted with. He had awaked the zeale of all biz 
faithfull ones in three Kingdomesz he had contributed the counſells 
of divers reformed Churches ; he had broken the ftcength of all op- 
poſers, and beceaſe wee have apoſtatized from our former 22:4!e, God 
hath alfo turned back from his; Divine Jaſtice holds proportion with 
cur fin, becauſe we have ſaid,the cime of reformation is not yet come z 
God hath ſtept afide from us, and faid, well, if you let goe this, ycu 
(hall never have ſuch a time more. | 

Thoſe that obſerve the Story of the Eaſtern Charches, doe alled; e 
this as the great provocation of Gods wrath to bring upon them the 
blaſphemous doQrine of Mahbomet, becauſe they rejeRed the whole- 
ſome truths of the Goſpel. When once we begin to nauſeate at old 
truths, and ( as flies about a Candle) to play about new lights, it is a 
thouſand to one but wee finge our wings, if wee barne not our {clves, 
before we get off. 

The leaſt back(liding is in attendancy to totall and fiaall apoſtafie, 
and when wee once look back, wee have no more power to turne a- 
bout againe, then Lors wife, who was inſtantly made a monument of 


her own revolr. 


I will cloſe this with that of the Apoſtle, Heb.3. 12. T ake beed bre- 
tbren, leaſt there be in any of you an evill beart of wnbeliefe, to drpart from 
the living God : This evill heart reignes in ſome, dwells in the beſt , ir 
1: the mother bfall finne, but apoſtahie is ics primogenice, this begins 
in contempt of Ordinances; for ſuch is the departing here, a farſahing 
of the holy Aſſ:mblier, as el fewhere the Apoſtle doth interpret himm(elfe, 


ard 
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and this he calls « departing from the living God, becauſe God in every 
Ordinance might be enjoyed where there is faith to bring him home; 


now this God lives to take on all choſe that depart from 
hifn, cherefore take heed how yee this living God, by deſpi- 
' fing his Ordinances, and diſcou his Minifters, and fo departing 


_ bim in the law of his Goſpel-worſhip. This is the ſecond Coun- 

My third Counſell is that of the 32. Canon of the Conncell of 
Towers : Let all men ſludy peace, but efpeciely Chriftianr. Chriftians if 
there be any thing of Chriſts Spirit in you , lay afide that gall and 
wormwood, that bicterneſſe of ſpirit and heat of contentions that is 


. In the midſt of you- Whatſoever differences there are between you in 


things difputable, yet let unity be preſerved in things fundamental! ; 
nothing makes your Minifters lives more uncomfortableamongſt you, 
or their Miniftry more ineffeftuall, nothing ſo much difgraces Reli- 
gion,or obſtrufts the beaucifull birch of reformation,then the uahap- 
pie difcords of thoſe who are accounted godly in your Congrega- 
tions. 

I doe not plead for Bal, that there fhould be any agreement with 
Rome in thoſe ſuperſtitious Ceremonies or corrupt doRtines which 


are ha exploded our Aſſemblies. No ; ſuch compliance would 
-. glands : as our Ecclefiafticall Hiſtory well obſerves, 
bat, that Bull's conſenſws, agreement which the Greek Church made 


with the Church of Kome in their opinions,was an evill preſage of the 
utter ruine of the Ochentall ire, and of that famous Citie af Con- 
ary rs immediately followed thereupon: But asic is repor- 
ted of Polearpme and Amicetws, howſoever they differed in their opini- 
ons about ſome things, and could not be reconciled, yet they kept faſt 
the bond of Chriſtian fellowſhip in the faich of Jeſus. Even fo (my 
wn us as many as love Jernſalems peace lay afide our diffe- 
rences in ſmaller matters, and ftudy how to preſerve oar unity in the 
maine;FoVow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edifie anotber. Rom, 14. 19. Let ws therefore follow ſaith the A- 
poftle; he hid laid the foundation of his exhortation im two argu- 


ments n 
Religion confifts nor in diſptxable Queſtions, but in 


1, That 
Goſpeb (ruics. 
2, and not the diſputing Chriſtian, ix he chat is 


of men, a 17,18, : 


3 Connſeh, 


T, 
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Setth11, 29- 


SPY 


: 


The Attount of « Minifters Rtmevs * of, 

L; is ſaid of Baf] the great, that in thole differences between Eaſe 
bius and him, he overcame him by courtefie, and humanitie, © 
wee alſo could firive in love and humillity,togoeone before the other, 
and to overcome our differences , not by bitter dilputes, but by an 
humble condeſcenfion. Methinks wee ſhould not own our ſelves to be 
Chiiſts Diſciples, and to have learned nothing of that prime leffon of 
his, wherein he gives us both his counſell and example ; Learne of me. 
for I am meeks and lowly in heart, 

As long as the profefſors of the true faith in Conſtantinople ( how- 
ſoever differing in points of Diſcipline.) held love and fellowſhip toge- 
ther in ſubſtantials of dotrine and worſhip , fo long they became a 
fegce unto their Citie againſt the publique enemy : But when once 
they brake aſunder in dly diviftions, and ſhortly after loft both 
ruth and worſhip, both parties became a ſpoyle to thoſe that hated 
them. 

The like unhappy Story wee finde of Jeruſalem, when thoſe two 


* Chriſtian Governours Guido and Raimundo, with their parties con- 


cended amongſt themſelves, they gave occafion to the common adver- 
ſary to come in,and take from them both, not onely the Citiegbut the 
Goſpel to boote. I beleeve you doe not forget what lately I delivered 
unto you upon anOther ſubje@, That there is a generation of {anas- 
nites and Perezites amongſt ur, that doe wait for the opportunity of 
eLbrems and Lots divilions, to break in upon ug,and to fpoile us of all 
our Goſpel- priviledges and liberties, -Methinks If any thing would 
prevaile wich us, nothing ſhould more inforce us to agreement then 
this miſchiefe which is like.co follow our diſagreement ; we ſhall both 
ſides become a prey to thoſe that maligne us, 

I will here onely leave with you thoſe three teftamentall leflons 


| which Bernard left at his death with thoſe that were about him. 


1. That they ſhould offend no man. | 
2. That they ſhould give lefle credit to their own opinion. 


3- That they ſhould not be vindi&ive, nor defirous of revenge for. , 


wrongs done unte themſelves.- O that I had the perne of a Diamond 

ro epgrave theſe leſſons upon your hearts. The rieceſlicie of theſe times 
doth Jowdly beſpeake them of us. : 

I have yet one Counſell more, and I have done. 

y Miners Al, cough 
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the Throne of Chriſts Glory in a way of loſeneſſe, Chriſt will diſgrace 


it in a way of Juſtice. If you ſay in the pride of your hearts, as thoſe Jerew.14- 21: 
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wretched Citizens in the Goſpel, Wee will not bave this man to rule over Luke 19. 14+ 


, take heed leaſt the Lord Chriſt take you at your worde, a#he did 


thoſe Fewer, who cryed out, His blowd be wpon 9, and wpon our children. Mac. 27. 25: 


And his bloud is upon them, and upon their children to-chis day. 

If you fay in ſcorne, Wee will not have that Government you call 

Chriſts, Chfiſt may ſay in vengeance, Well, you ſhall not : my Mini- 

ſters ſhall no longer trouble you, mine Ordinances ſhall beno longer 

a burthen unto you, I will rake care to remove my Kingdome from 

you, and tabeſtow it ypon a people that may better prize it, and im- 
rove it. 

Cambden could not reach his conceit, who boare in his Shield a $s- 
vage of America,with his hand pointing to the Sunne,and this Motto ; 
HMibi acceſſw, tibi receſſu, In accefle to mee, in recefſe to thee. I know 
not whether I may hit his conceit , but this I am ſure, the Swnne of 
righteouſaeſſe hath appeared unto thoſe Savages of America, with beal- 
ling in bis wings, they are many of them brought unto civilicie, hope- 
full co Chriftianitie. 

I pray God that my Iſa. 32. ver. 15: Be not fulfilled be- 
tween them and us : The wilderneſſe ſhall become a fruitfull field, and the 
fruitſull field ſhall be counted a a forrei?, Tt hath been onee fulfilled be- 
tween the Fewes and us that were Gentiles ; may it never be againe ac- 
compliſhed between the Gentiles and us that are Chriſtians, Thas 
their wilderneſſe ſhould become a fruicfull field, and our fi uitfull field 
ſhould be counted as a forreſt, 

I have done ; England of all parts of the Chriſtian world, and 
London of all parts of England, have been famous for their reverence 


Mat, 21. 43k. 


| + 


and bounty unto their Miniſters; Shall I ſay, How 5s the faithful Ci- [Ia 1. 217 


tie, the faithfull Kingdome, beeome an Harlot ; rather 1 would ſay, 


and I have faid all, Let England, let London remember their firſt love, |Kevel. 2. $.. 


and doe their firſt works, 


o 
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